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PROCEUEDTINGS

THE COURT: Good morning, ladies and
gentlemen. Just bear with us or for a moment.

MR. BRAVE: Good morning, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Good morning.

MR. BRAVE: May we approach the bench on
scheduling only?

THE COURT: Yes. That's all right, Miss
Taggart, it is scheduling only.

(Whereupon, there was an off the record
discussion.) |

THE COURT: Miss Taggart, you can come
up now.

({Whereupon, counsel and the Defendant
approached the bench and the following conference
ensued:)

THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Brave.

MR. BRAVE: The next two witnesses,
Joanne Blunt and Nellie Chew, their credibility
is, of course, at issue. I think it is relevant
to the issue of their credibility as to how their
relationship with Poppy might cause them to lie.

THE COURT: Let me say this, Mr. Brave,
I accepted the reason why you have asked to put

that on the record and you indicate that you are
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going to agree with Mr. Tayback to shortcut any
long argument on the part of Mr. Tayback but, on
the other hand, what I keep savying over and over
again to all counsel is you don't wind up in front
of me in a bench conference or we don't have any
issues of any kind if nobody objects. So, if you
agree, there is no problen

I don't know if you fcllow what I'm

. saying.

MR. TAYBACK: Well, no, I don't.

THE COURT: The objection has been based
in some part, in some respects on the fact that it
is beyond the scope of the direct. If nobody
objects on the basis it is beyond the scope of
redirect -- the Court has not sua sponte sustained
any objection or ordered anyone to limit their
testimony.

MR. TAYBACK: I agree with that but what
I need to do, as I indicated to the court, is nmake
my arguments, which the Court is not aécepting,
but is instead rejecting and stating the State's
objection as to scope of allowable cross
examination. I need to make those on the record
in this transcript because it would be a matter of

record in some sort of prior transcript which nmay
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or may not follow the matter.

THE COURT: Let's get one thing clear.
Mr. Brave specifically talked about Joanne Blunt
and Nellie Chew. Are you talking about what has
gone before or are you just talking about Nellie
Chew and Joanne Blunt?

MR. TAYBACK: I'm talking about what has
gone before and what I anticipate coming after.

THE COURT; Very well. Gc ahead then.

MR. TAYBACK: Your Honor, may it please
the Court, as I have argued previously, I would
now make a matter of record once again, that 1I
believe that the allowable scope of cross
examination is that this Court should limit only
to facts relevant to some material issue in the
case.

Even if the State does not directly
touch on a particular issue in its direct
examination, I on behalf of the Defendant in the
cross examination should be allowed to enter into
those areas not explored by the State as long as
they have material or relevant issues involving
the guilt or innocence of the Defendant in the

case.

Secondly, the second issue or the second




1 area of allowable cross examination is as to facts

' 2 relating to the credibility of a particular
3 witness, That I believe is the issue to which Mr,
4 Brave speaks concerning Nellie Chew and Joanne
5 Blunt who would be the main witnesses today.
6 Your Honor, I would cite to the Court,
7 as I have done previously, the following cases,
8 Williams versus Graff 194 Maryland, 516, 1950;
9 Howard versus State, 234 Maryland 410, 1964; Shupe
10 versus State, 238 Maryland 307, 1965; DeBlasi
11 D-e~-B~1-a-s-i, 59 Méryland App., 509, 1984; Curry,
12 60 Maryland App. 171, 1984; all of which stand for
" i3 that same proposition, that the scope of cross
14 examination is not delineated entirely by the
15 scope of direct examination. Instead, it has
16 leeway and has latitude depending on materiality
17 or credibility issues.
18 MR. BRAVE: May I ask the Court to
19 inguire of Mr. Tayback what rele&ant issue in this
20 case does he contend that the curtailment of cross
21 examination, as the Court ruled, cut him off fronm
22 exploring?
23 MR. TAYBACK: With respect to Detective
24 Oscar Reguer, I believe it was material and
‘. 25 relevant as to the overall issues which certainly
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are going to be generated in the case eventually,
those issues that were incurred by the search,
sejzure incident thereto, at 862 West Favette
Street on June 19, 1986; also any issues that I
was not able to explore having to do with the
further investigation subsequent to his
involvement as the primary investigating officer
on June 2, 1986.

As to Debra Pearson, I was not allowed
to explore any issues relating to Leroy Boyce and
the use of the .handgun against Deborah Veney on
that date in question, unknown to Debra Pearson,
but a month or so prior to June 2, 1986, when
Leroy Boyce in possession of a handgun used it
against Deborah Veney.

THE COURT: Well, the questions as they
began to develop from Debra Pearson led the Court
to believe that the questions were off of the mark
with respect the June the 2nd and the Court was
not made clear, at least the Court did not
conclude where we were going with that line of
guestioning.

With respect to Détective Requer, I said
then, and I say now, that this whole concept of

someone being a primary investigator and for that
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reason not being able to be recalled or for that
reason being subjected to a greater -latitude of
questioning on your cross examination than any
other witness is a rule I'm not familiar with.

I still hold and maintain that Detective
Reguer can be brought back, that he can be
guestioned as a defense witness and the things
that were not elicited in the State's case can
just as well be elicited in the defense case.

I don't know that there is any
obligation on the part of the State to go into
matters that they don't deem significant in
proving their case. The defense then has a
choice, either to leave it alone cr to bring the
witness back and go into that matter.

MR. BRAVE: May I be heard briefly?

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. BRAVE: I agree with the Court that
Mr. Tayback could, if he wished, call Detective
Requer as his own witness. I wonder if the Court
has considered whether a court above may consider
that that is placing an impermissible
constitutional burden.

THE COURT: No, I just don't with that,

Mr. Brave. I dealt with that. I said it's up to




him to choose whether to leave it alone. He has
the right to leave it alone. It is up to him as a
matter of trial strategy. This has got nothing to
do --

MR. BRAVE: That's assuming that he's
wrong and I am right on the issue of whether the
scope under these cases of cross examination can
be limited in the fashion that it has been
limitead.

I have taken the position from the
beginning, Your Hcnor, and I think, consistent
with my position, Mr. Tavyback may be right, that
he should be allowed to enter some of the things
that he tried to allude to yesterday.

For example, to be specific, as I
indicated once before on the record, the
detective's suspicion are not relevant. The fact
that Detective Requer d4did, in fact, talk to
Thomasina Johnson might be permissible if limited
to just the fact that he d4id, in fact, talk to
her. The raid at 862 West Fayette Street might be
relevant under these cases if it is limited just
to the fact that as a result of certain
information he conducted a search and seizure

warrant and in that search and seizure warrant he
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raided 862 and these different things were found
and these things happened within my presence. If
limited just to that, I think Mr. Tayback has
found a hook to snare this case on on appeal and I
don't want to see that happen, Your Honor.

That is the State's position, Your
Honor.

THE COURT: Well, again, the Court, I
think for the umpteenth time, reiterates that the
Court for the most part attempts to allow counsel
to try their case.

Mr. Brave, if you wanted Mr. Tayback *to
go into it, even at the point in time when I asked
you why you woculd make an objection after he had
gone, after Mr. Tayback had gone on for five or
ten minutes on the subject, if you were going to
rely on the basis that he was going beyond the
scope, it would appear thét you waited until you
felt that harmful testimony was going to come out,
then all of a sudden decided to object.

You gentlemen have to think your
strategy through. If you don't want to object,
don't object. If you don't object, then there is
nothihg for me to sustain. We are up here because

you objected.




MR. BRAVE: Some of these are close
gquestions, Your Honor, and I have always been told
if you don't know the answer immediately, the
safer course is to do nothing and that may --

THE COURT: I think maybe the two of you
need to get in a huddle and discuss what your
strategy is going to be so ycu will know what you
are doing because the Court is being caught in a
position where your objections are inconsistent.
You take one position, then you take another.
Whichever one you take, I wish you would stick
with it.

MR. BRAVE: Getting back to the issue at

hand, I agree with you and I will try not to send

the Court inconsistent messages as to what the

State's strategy is.

Your Honor, in an excess of caution,
more than an excess of caution because I think Mr.
Tayback is right, I would suggest that we cure
this possible error by making Detective Requer,
-who is right outside the courtroom I think,
available since he was on just yesterday for
additional cross examinatioh limited to what he
did, what he saw, and what he heard. Not what he

heard. That, of course, would be hearsay in many
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cases. But what he saw and did and what his
suspicions were, I submit, Your Honor, are not at
issue in this case at this point; and what people
tcld him by way of hearsay who have not testified
as yet is not, is not admissible.

I think Mr. Tayback at least should be
able to put thosé other matters into the record if
he wants to at this point in the State's case
before the Defendant is called upon to make a
choice as to whether to puf on a defense or not.

THE COURT: He's your witness. Are you
asking to recall him?

MR. BRAVE: Yes.

THE COURT: It is fine with me.

MR. BRAVE: Thank you, Your Honor.

(Whereupon, counsel returned to the
trial table and proceedings resumed in open
court.)

THE COURT: Have a seat, Detective.

DETECTIVE REQUER: Morning, Your Honor.

THE CLERK: One second. State satisfied
its witnesses have been sequestered?

MR. BRAVE: Yes, we are satisfied.

THE CLERK: Defense/satisfied?

MR. TAYBACK: Yes.

11
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MR. BRAVE: Thank you, Madam Clerk.

THE COURT: Ready?

MR. BRAVE: Yes, Your Honor. Let me
just explain for the record that at this time the
State is recalling Detective Requer to the stand.

THE COURT: No further explanation is
necessary.

MR. BRAVE: Very well. Thank you, Your
Honor. Detective, you are now available to answer
some gquestions Mr. Tayback might have.

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.

DETECTIVE OSCAR REQUER,

a witness having previously been duly sworn,
according to law, was examined and testified as
follows:
RECROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. TAYBACK
Q Detective Requer, when we left off

vyesterday I had asked that you bring to court the

ripped house coat. Have you brought that to court
today?

A Yes, sir, I have.

Q Do you have that with you?

A It's up in the office.

Q It's where?
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A - Upstairs in Mr. Brave's office.

Q Mr. Brave's office?

A Yes, sir.

MR. TAYBACK: Could I request of the
Court that somebody go and get it?

Q Now, Detective Requer, with respect to
the matter we were discussing, 862 West Fayette
Street, June 19, 1986, at which time you along
with a Sergeant Jay Landsman were the first
officers up to the third floor of that house
during the course of the raid that was being
conducted, is that correct?

A Yes, sir, it is correct.

Q At that time you had entered the bedroom
of one Nellie Chew and had found in that room
Nellie Chew, Jeanette Blunt, Robert Robinson, who
I think you also identified by the street name of
Bobby Bird, Edward Cocper, and Leroy Boyce, is
that correct?

A With the exception of Jeanette Brown,,

not Blunt, was in the room.

Q I'm sorry. Jeanette Brown?
A Yes, sir.
Q Now, when you had entered that room, you

had tcld the ladies and gentlemen of the jury that

13
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you had found a quantity of cocaine or white
powder which you believed to be cocaine on the
bed, is that true?

A Yes, sir.

Q Where were these individuals, these five
individuals, at or about that bed? Were they all

in this rocm?

A They were all in the room, yes, sir.

Q This is a large room or a small room?
A It's relatively small.

Q Were they all in close proximity, that

means close to the bed?

A Yes, sir.

Q With respect to Leroy Boyce, where was
he when you entered the room?

A He was nearest the bed. It would be the
west wall in the bedroon.

Q What, if anything, did he do in your
presence that you saw when you entered the room?

A Well, upon entering the room, we told
everyone to remain still, to raise their hands,
Mr. Boyce several times reached towards the bed.

Q What was on the bed?

A It was a large gquantity of suspebted

CDS, some men's clothing in addition to a 9

14
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millimeter weapon.

Q What was he reaching for, officer?

A At that time I felt that he was reaching
for the weapon.

Q The 9 millimeter automatic handgun, is
that correct?

A I believed that, yes, sir.

Q In your search of this particular roon,
did you find, in addition to the handgun and the
sawed-off shotgun, which were at or about the
drésser of Nellie Chew, did you find anything else
at that location, that is, the dresser in the room
of Nellie Chew?

A Yes, sir, some bloody clothing. It was
a pair of mens.briefs and a small shirt which I

thought was an infant's shirt.

Q And where was this bloody clothing
found?
A They were in a plastic bag and they were

located in one of the dresser drawers.

Q Was it in one of the dresser drawers or
behind one of dresser drawers?

A Actually behind it.

Q I am sorry?

A Behind the dresser drawer.
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Q Was it secreted back there?

A Yes, sir.

Q Hidden back there?

A Yes, sir, it was secreted.

Q Did there come a time when you searched

other portions or other parts of the house?

A Yes, sir, the entire premises were
searched from the first, all the way down to the
basement. From the third flgor to the basement of
the premises.

Q Did there come a time when you found

anything at or about the kitchen of the house?

A Yes, sir.
Q What was that?
A It was a box of 357 Magnum bullets and

what was particularly interesting tc us as far as
this case is concerned, two of the primers on the
bullets had been struck.

Q With respect to those bullets, you also
found other bullets at that location, is that
correct?

A Yes, sir, upstairs.

Q You did find how many 357 Magnum bullets
in that house?

A I don't have the exact number, but it

16
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was approximately half a box. A box usually has
fifty rounds.

Q Approximately twenty-five rounds of
ammunition for a 357 Magnum gun, is that correct?

A That's a fair estimate, vyes, sir.

Q Two of which appeared toc have been fired
or attempted to be fired, the firing pin hitting
the jacket of the bullet, is that correct?

A That's correct, sir.

Q Where were these found, where were these
bullets found?

A They were found in the kitchen at 862,

top of a kitchen cabinet there.

Q They weren't found in the cabinet, on
top?

A On top, yes, that is correct, sir.

Q Were you able to see those bullets when

L

you went into the kitchen?

A No, you couldn't see then. I believe I
looked up top.

Q Did you have to search around to find
those bullets?

A Had to go up on top of it, yes, sir.

Q Did there come a time -~ By the way, was

there anybody else in that house other than those

17
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five people who were in that room when you
conducted the search and seizure?

A Yes. We located a Coco, that was her
alias,‘I believe her correct name is Godlieb, I'm
not sure of her first name, and two of Miss Chew's
brothers, Dennis Chew and I don't recall the
second brother's name.

Q Now, with respect to this particular
case, did you eventually take into custody Nellie
Chew, Jeanette Brown, Robert Robinson, Edward

Cooper, Leroy Boyce, Karen Godlieb?

A Godlieb.
Q Coco Godlieb, whatever her name is?
A Everyone on the premises was arrested,

yes, sir.
Q Did there come a time when you were in

the company of Nellie Chew and Karen Coco Godlieb?

A Yes, sir.
Q When was that?

A It was on the 19th of June. They were
all in the homicide unit office.
Q In your presence, did you hear Nellie
Chew say anything to Karen Godlieb?
MR. BRAVE: Objection, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Sustained.

18
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MR. TAYBACK: May we approach, Your
Honor?

THE COURT: Yes.

(Whereupon, counsel and the Defendant
approached the bench and the feocllowing conference
ensued: )

THE COURT: Mr. Tayback.

MR. TAYBACK: Thank you, Your Honor.
With respect to my gquestioning of the detective,
I'm asking him only as to that which he heard
himself. I'm asking only as to that which he
heard with his own senses, his own hearing, and
nothing as to anything else that somebody told
him, that somebody else said. I'm asking only as
to that which he heard. I think that is
allowable.

THE COURT: That's an out of court
statement, Mr. Tayback.

MR. TAYBACK: I understand that, Your
Honor, of course it is. It's extrajudicial, no
gquestion about it, but, on the other hand, he
heard it.

MR. BRAVE: Could we ingqguire of Mr.
Tayback, Your Honor, is he offering that statement

for the truth of the matter asserted therein or is

19
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he offering it simply for the state of mind of the
officer? 1If he's offering it for state of mind of
the officer --

THE COURT: Are you going to argue his
case for him, Mr. Brave? VYou seem like you are
arguing his case now.

MR. TAYBACK: Well, I think the State --
Thanks. I think the State is basically on point
with respect to it.

Now, I don't have to be alleging the
truth of the matter contained therein to have it
introduced as evidence. It is allowable as sinmply
that which the investigating officer in this case
had as a state of mind, that which he heard, and
it is not introduced as something which is of
probative value therein.

it is simply something that the officer
as part of the investigation in the case had as
the developing information and received it in due
course and he heard it.

MR. BRAVE: Would you, Mr. Tayback,
agree that, assuming it is relevant, that the
officer after this statement which he need not
repeat, but after this statement that the officer,

the Detective overheard is heard, wouldn't Mr.

20




10

[ory
[y

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Tayback agree that if he's going for the state of
mind of the detective, then his state of mind is
Cocco might have had something to do with it.
Wouldn't you agree to that?

MR. TAYBACK: Yes.

MR. BRAVE: If he wants to develop it
without getting into the contents of the
statement, that Coco might have had something to
do with it, that that was his state of mind, Your
Honor, that might be relevant but it is also
relevant for either Mr. Tayback or I to follow up

with a question, well, what did you do about that;

I eliminated her as a suspect.

MR. TAYBACK: That's acceptable. That's
fine. I have no problems with that.

THE COURT: Very well.

MR. BRAVE: If that's what he wants. I
mean, if it is just that and you are not going to
get into the content cof the statement, just that
as a result of hearing this statement you
suspected Coco, you thought that Coco might have
something to do with it.

MR. TAYBACK: Exactly. Mr. Brave put

the right words right intc my mouth. If you allow

that, I'11] do that exactly.

21
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THE COURT: Very well.

MR. BRAVE: I'll be able to follow it up
or you will follow it up.

MR. TAYBACK: Fine.

MR. BRAVE: All right.

{(Whereupon, counsel returned to the
trial table and proceedings resumed in open
court.)

Q Detective Requer, I had asked you
whether you had overheard Nellie Chew discussing
matters pertaining to this homicide on the night
of June 19, 1986 in your presence?

A I heard her make a remark to, I believe

Q Now, because I don't want you to go into
the details of the remark, let me stop you right
here. We have kind of a specific court ruling as
to what you are allowed to say and not.

Did you hear Nellie Chew discussing
anything with Karen Godlieb, Coco, that appeared
to you to pertain to the murders of June 2, 1986.

MR. BRAVE: Excuse me, Your Honor, could
I suggest, with your permission in open court, let

Mr. Tayback just ask guesticons calling for a yes

or no answer and I won't object.

22
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Q

MR. TAYBACK: All right, fine.
MR. BRAVE: Just yes or no.

Did you hear Nellie Chew speak with

Karen Godlieb that evening in your presence?

A

Q

it.

A

Q

Not to Karen Godlieb, no, sir.
Who was it with whom she spoke?
She made a remark -- Well, she --

MR. BRAVE: The guestion was who was

Okay, it was --
Yes.
Debra Lowe.

So the conversation was between Nellie

Chew and Debra Lowe, is that correct? Yes or no.

A

Q

Right.

With respect to that conversation, were

you in essentially the position of overhearing a

private conversation? Yes or no.

A

Q

Yes, I heard it.

With respect to that conversation, d4did

it involve information that led you to believe

that Karen Coco Godlieb had some knowledge or some

involvement in the murders of June 2, 19867 Yes

or no.

A

No.

23
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Q Now, did you follow up and investigate
to eliminate Karen Godlieb?

A Yes, sir.

Q And you did that for what reason then?
Can you tell me that without going into the
details of the conversation? Was it related to

that conversation and what you overheard?

A Not that one particular conversation,
no, sir.
Q Again, yes or no, based on that

conversation did you have the understanding that
Karen Godlieb had knowledge of the June 2, 1986
murders? Yes or no.

A Repeat it again for me.

Q Based on that private conversation
between Nellie Chew and Debra Lowe, did you then
understand that Karen Godlieb, Coco had
information, knowledge or some sort of involvement
in the June 2, 1986 murders of Deborah Veney and
Glenita Johnson? Yes or no.

A Can't answer yes or no.

Q Your answer would have to be more
detailed than that?

A Well, not really. I say there's a

possibility.

24
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Q Your answer 1is yes, maybe?

A Yes, maybe. No, maybe.

Q Well, maybe goes both ways. Yes or no
maybe?

A I said there is a possibility.

Q All right. Now, with respect to those

bullets that were retrieved from the house at 862
West Fayette Street, you took those into custody,

did you not?

A Yes.

Q Police custody?

A Yes, sir.

Q Those were submitted to the Baltimore

City Crime Laboratory for analysis by the firearms
examiners, is that correct?

A At first I submitted them to the
firearms section. Then I later retrieved the

bullets and tocok them to the F.B.I. over in D.C.

Q But they were analyzed, is that correct?
A Yes, sir, eventually they were.
Q Fine. With respect to the housecoat, do

you have that?
A Yes, sir.
MR. TAYBACK: Your Honor, I'd ask this

be marked as Defendant's Exhibit 1 for

25




ijdentification purposes at this time.
THE COURT: Very well.
THE CLERK: It's Number 2.
MR. TAYBACK:

THE CLERK: Defendant's Number 2 for

MR. TAYBACK: At this time.
{Marked for identification
Defendant's exhibit 2.)

Q Now, officer, I'm going to show to you
this garment. I'm going to ask first for you to
look at it and tec indicate to the ladies and
gentlemen of the jury whether this is, indeed, the
garment that was taken off of Deborah Veney by the
medical examiner or somebody June 2, 1986, and
which was the garment that she was wearing when
you began your investigation at 4711 Navarro
Road? Can you see it or do you need to hold it?

A I can see it. That is the garment.

Q Now, showing it to the ladies and

gentlemen of the jury, and I'll hold it so they

can see it, do you agree, officer, that there is a

rip on what would be the left rear side of this
garment at or about the back portion of the

shoulder?
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A Yes, sir, agree.

Q Do you also agree that there is a rip
there on the garment that extends from the right
shoulder area down through the back into
approximately close to the middle portion of the
back? Do you see that, officer?

A Again, I agree, yes, sir.

Q Also see that there is ripping of the
garment, and this would be the right front of the

garment, at or about the portion below the right

shoulder blade. Do you see that also?
A Yes, sir, I do.
Q Now, with respect tc the pockets of the

garment, do you see any ripping of the pockets?

A They are intact.
Q They are intact, is that correct?
A That's correct.

MR. TAYBACK: Your Honor, I'd ask this
be marked as Defendant's Exhibit Number 2 for
evidence at this time. Your Honor, it is in a bag
which has other items, which I don't know whether
the State is going to introduce or not. So, it
may be that the tag has to be put directly on the
garment itself and placed into a different bag.

THE COURT: Very well.

21




1 ({Received into evidence

. 2 Defendant's Exhibit 2.)

3 MR. TAYBACK: I have no further

4 guestions.

5 REDIRECT EXAMINATION

6 BY MR. MURPHY.

7 Q Detective, Mr. Tayback asked you a

8 guestion about something you overheard which

9 pertained to Karen Godlieb, also known as Coco?
10 A Yes, sir.

11 Q You remember that?
12 A I remember. |

13 Q That raised some suspicion in your

" 14 investigator's mind) whatever that conversation

15 was? |
16 A It did, yes, sir.

17 Q Did you thoroughly run down that

18 suspicion?

19 A Yes, sir.
20 Q Did you conclude that Karen Godlieb,
21 Coco, whatever her name is, had nothing to do with
22 this homicide?
23 A I'm convinced she had no involvement at
24 all.

" 25 Q Did that include speaking to her?
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A Yes, sir, it did.

Q Mr. Tayback asked you a question about
the June 19th, 1986 raid on 862 West Fayette
Street, and you spoke about some guns that were

found there.

A Yes, sir.

Q You saw State's Exhibit Number 1 --
A Yes. .

Q -- here in this case. On June 19th,

that gun wasn't in 862 West Fayette Street, was

it?
A No, sir, it was not.
Q This is a 357 Magnum here?
A That's correct.
Q There was no 357 Magnums in 862 West

Fayette Street on June 19th?

A No, sir.

Q Mr. Tayback asked you about the people
whec were found in there. You went through a list
of names. Edward Cooper, Robert Robinson, Karen

Godlieb, Nellie Chew, Leroy Boyce, Dean Chew, or
Dennis Chew. I may have left somebody out. Was
Reuben Rainey in there?

A No, sir, he was not.

Q He wasn't in there at the time of the
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No, sir.
Do you know why he wasn't in there?
Yes, sir.

Why wasn't he in there?

He had been arrested earlier that day.

Where?

At 862 West Fayette Street.

By who?

By narcotic officers from Northwest
District.

Why?

He made a controlled purchase to them.

What does that mean? Explain that.

He had so0ld CDS to a police officer and

arrested immediately.

Where had he gotten the -- What kind

A It was cocaine.

Q Where had he gotten the cocaine from

he s0ld to this police officer outside of

Fayette Street?

A He had received it from the premises
862 West Fayette Street.

Q From the inside of 8627
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A Yes, sir.

Q Who was that, Detective Requer?

A Officer Hicks.

Q That was earlier the same day of June
19th?

A Earlier that day, yes, sir.

Q Detective, as a matter of fact, the

arrest of Reuben Rainey, the Defendant here, the
sale by him to a police officer of drugs he got
out of 862 West Fayette Street earlier the same
day, you went in with a warrant, that is what led
you to get that warrant?

A That's correct, sir.

Q Now, detective, the garment that you
held up for Mr. Tayback has the rippings you
described. The jury, of course, saw the rips.
Would you describe that garment as a sturdy
garment or a sheer garment?

A Sheer. It's rather flimsy.

Q What kind of force, detective, does a
357 Magnum bullet coming out of a 357 Magnum gun
create on the body of someone?

A It's tremendous. As you saw Miss
Veney's head, it's --

Q If someone was aiming a 357 Magnum gun
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at the head of the woman wearing a sheer garment
like that, while holding her by that sheer
garment, and pulled the trigger, thereby blowing
off her head, would the damage you displayed,
could that have occurred for that reason?

A Could have, yes, sir.

Q The fact remains, detective, that you
weren't there the night these murders happened?

A That's correct, sir, I was not.

Q And you don't know exactly when, where

or how those rips got there?

A No. I know, like I said, I do know from

the body it was evident she was dead. However,
did note she did have small tears, as I so
testified, on the right side of the garment. Ha
no reason to look at the rest of the garment.

Q Detective, you don't know because you
weren't there, you don't know even whether the
rips or tears were put there while she was still
alive, you don't know that?

A I have no idea, nec, sir.

Q If fact, as far as you know it could
have been ripped by the killer or someone else
after she lay on the floor?

A It could have very well been done. It
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could have been done down at the morgue for all I
know too.

Q Could have been done at the morgue even?

A Right.

MR. MURPHY: No other guestions.
RECROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. TAYBACK

Q Detective Requer, really you know as
well as I do that those rips weren't done at the
morgue? You saw the rips at 4711 Navarro Road,
didn't you?

A As I testified, counselor, I saw the one
in the upper portion of her right side. I also
today, at your direction, I checked with the crime

lab and I know they didn't do it and --

Q Exactly.
A -- they --
Q Unless, detective, excuse me, unless Dr.

Zane at the Medical Examiner's Office comes in
here and says I ripped up that garment for
whatever reasons, it was done at the time that the
person was wearing it at 4711 Navarro Road, isn't
that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q That's the only logical conclusion, the
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only realistic reasonable conclusion that can be
made from the physical evidence you have right
before you?

A Counsel, I beg to differ. I mean, first
of all, Dr. Zane doesn't undress the victims.
There is an attendant that does that. He is the
one who take the clothes off of.her. It could
very well have been done by the attendant, I don't
know.

Q You got every other piece of clothing
that that woman had on her body and there isn't
one piece of that that is torn, is there?

A Look at the material, it's a different

type of material, too, counsel.

Q That isn't my gquestion.

A You are correct.

Q Isn't any of it torn?

A That's correct.

Q With respect to Reuben Rainey when he

was arrested outside 862 West Fayette Street on
the morning of June 19, 1986, did he have a
handgun on him?

A No, sir, he did not have a weapon on
him.

Q Weapons in this case had to do with the
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1 bed right in front of Leroy Boyce and the bureau

" 2 or dresser drawer of Nellie Chew, isn't that
3 correct?
4 A In all events, that's correct.
5 Q And on a window sill which was right
6 where Leroy Boyce was?
7 A No, sir, that's where Mr. Cooper was.
8 Q Excuse me, Mr. Cooper, Edward Cooper.
9 Now, with respect to the bullets that fit the gun,
10 those are found in the kitchen of Nellie Chew?
11 A Yes, sir.
12 MR. TAYBACK: No further guestions.
13 MR. MURPHY: Your Honor, with the
" 14 Court's permission, I neglected to ask one
15 guestion of --
16 THE COURT: Go ahead, Mr. Murphy.
17 REDIRECT EXAMINATION
18 BY MR. MURPHY
19 Q Mr. Tayback asked you about some bloody
20 garments. that were found?
21 A Yes, sir.
22 Q What kind of garments?
23 A There was a pair of men's briefs, large
24 size briefs, and it was a terry cloth type of
" 25 jersevy. It was small and I thought it belonged to
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an infant. I really don't know.

Q Directing your attention to the men's
briefs. You say large size?

A Size large, ves, sir.

Q And when you say briefs, you mean briefs

as opposed to boxer shorts?
A That's correct, yes, sir.
Q Leroy Boyce was arrested in 862 West

Fayette Street?

A Yes, sir.

Q How was he dressed?

A He had a pair of blue nylon boxer shorts
and I don't believe -- he didn't have a top on.

Just boxer shorts.

Q lDetective, in a minute I'm going to show
you a picture and ask you whether that fairly and
accurately depicts how, excuse me, how Leroy
Boyce, one of the people, one of the people
arrested in there was dressed when he was
arrested. State's Exhibit 31.

A Yes, sir, this is Mr. Boyce, exactly how

he was dressed when arrested.

Q He's wearing blue boxer shorts?
A Blue nylon boxer shorts.
Q And the bloody briefs were not 1like

36




10

11

12

13

14

pa
[6,]

16

17

18

19

23

24

about five six,

Q

here,

A

evidence,

gquestions.

BY MR.

Q

dresser,

A

Q

No,

Completely different style?

Yes,

Is Mr.

He's relatively small.

sir.

sir.
Boyce a large man or a small man?

I guess he's

a hundred and fifty pounds.

Is he smaller than this Defendant right

Reuben Rainey?

A lot smaller.

MR.

Your Honor,

MURPHY : I would offer this into

State's Exhibit 31.

({Received into evidence

State's Exhibit 31.)

MR.

MR.

TAYBACK

The

hidden away behind the drawer,

Yes,

MURPHY : I have no further

TAYBACK: Very briefly.

RECROSS EXAMINATION

garments were found in Nellie Chew's

true?

sir.

Nellie Chew is the girlfriend of Leroy

Boyce, one of the girlfriends of Leroy Boyce,

true?
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A True.

Q O0f course, you couldn't get anybody
whatscever to say that Reuben Rainey put those
garments there, he secreted them in the dresser?

MR. MURPHY: Objection.

THE COURT: Sustain the objection.

MR. TAYBACK: No further guestions.

MR. MURPHY: No redirect. No more
gquestions.

THE COURT: You may step down.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

MR. BRAVE: Next witness?

THE COURT: Yes, please.

MR. BRAVE: The State would call Joanne
Blunt.

JOANNE BLUNT,

a witness produced on call of the State, having
first been duly sworn, according to law, was
examined and testified as follows:

THE CLERK: State your full name and
present address.

THE WITNESS: Joanne Blunt, I live 3613
Howard Park Avenue.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. BRAVE
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Q Good morning, Miss Blunt.

A Good morning, Mr. Brave.

Q Miss Blunt, you are testifying here
today with an understanding with the State?

A Yes.

Q Tell the jury as best as you can what
our understanding is as to what we are doing for
you and how you are helping us?

A At first they was going to charge me
with accessory after the fact. Now --

THE COURT: Accessory to what?
THE WITNESS: The crime of -- to murder,
but I agreed to be a witness for the State.

Q Okavy. In other words, at some point in
time you gave us some information?

A Yes.

Q And so as not to put the cart before the
horse, at some point in time we told you that we
had some information about you?

MR. TAYBACK: Objection.

A Yes.

MR. TAYBACK: To the leading form of the
guestions.
MR. BRAVE: All right.

THE COURT: We haven't gotten to the
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core issues vyet. As to the preliminary guestion,
I'l1l] overrule the objection.

MR. BRAVE: Let me approach it
differently.

Q We told you, in effect, that if you
cooperated with us and tell the truth, if your
involvement in this matter amounted to being an
accessory after the fact, we would not charge you
with being an accessory after the fact?

A Correct.

Q When did you come up with this
information?

A Excuse me?

Q When did you come forward with this

information which you are about to tell the jury?

A When did I come forward with this

information?

Q Right, How long after the murders? Do
you remember the exact date?

A No, I do not.

Q Okavy. Was it the date that you gave us
a statement, a signed statement?

A Yes.

Q If I show you that signed statement,

could that possibly refresh your recollection as
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to the time that you came forward?
A Yes. May I see it, please?
Q Let me give the witness what would be
for identification State's Exhibit 32, I believe.
THE CLERK: 32.
MR. BRAVE: This is for I.D only.
(Marked for identification
State's Exhibit 32.)
Q Miss Blunt, I'm going to show you a ten
page written statement. Do you recognize what's
been marked as State's Exhibit 32 for

identification? Do you recognize the signature?

A Yes, that's my signature.
Q I am looking at the date. Take a look
at that just for a moment. Den't read it or

anything. Don't read it out loud, but tell me
whether that piece of paper, those ten pieces of
paper in your hand helps you remember when you

came forward with your information?

A Yes.

Q When was that that you came forward?

A It was on July the 30th.

Q The same date you signed this statement?
A Yes, same day I went to the grand jury.
Q Okay. Now, July 30th, the murders
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occurred when?

A I'm not sure of the exact date when the

murders occurred.

Q All right, do you remember the month?

A It was in May. I'm not sure of that.

Q Well, do you remember the day of the
week?

A Not exactly. I can't say exactly.

Q Do you remember whether it was in the

early morning?

A Yes, it was. It was in the early
morning.
Q Do you remember whether it was the

beginning ocf May or at the end of the May?

A I'm not sure exactly.

Q In any event, it was certainly a long
time before July 30th, would you agree?

A Yes.

Q So would it be fair to say that -- Well,
first of all, were you present when the murders
occurred?

A Yes, I was.

Q Would you agree that immediately after
the murders you did not go running to the police

with the information that you had?
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A Excuse nme.
Q Right after the murders you did not go

running to the police with the information that

you had?
A No, because I was scared.
Q When the police first talked to you on

July the 30th, d4id you admit or deny at first --

A I lied. |

Q -- whether you had any information about
these murders?

A I said I didn't have any. I don't know
anything about it.

Q Did the suggestion, did the police
suggest to you at that point that you miéht very
well be an accessory after the fact?

MR. TAYBACK: Objection.

A Yes.

MR. TAYBACK: I think we are past
preliminary stages now. So my objection is to the
form of the guestions.

.MR. BRAVE: Okay.

THE COURT: From this point on, Mr.

Brave.

Q What made you change? What, if any --

THE COURT: For the record, I'1l1l
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overrule the preceding objection, but I will
direct you from this point on to refrain fron
leading gquestions.

MR. BRAVE: Thank you, Your Honor.

Q What, if anything, caused you to later
that same morning or later that early afternoon,
what caused you to give this statement?

A Because Easy, Reuben Rainey told Easy
and Jerry about the murders.

Q Wait a minute, listen to my guestion.
You are down at the, is it the homicide unit on
July 30th?

A Yes.

Q They are asking you what you know about
these June, these murders of the two ladies?

A Yes.

Q You tell them you don't know anything

about it?

A Yes.
Q What caused you to change your mind?
A Because they said they was going to

charge me with accessory after the fact of murder.

Q Okay. And this is what you told them?
A Yes.
Q Then in the middle of this they
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interrupted this for you tc go to the grand jury,

right?
A Yes.
Q I want to direct your attention to the

early morning hours of June the 2nd, it is a
Monday morning. At or around that time, did you
have occasion to be at 4711 Navarro Road here in

the City of Baltimore?

A Yes, I was.

Q About what time did you get there?

A It was late in the night. It was after
twelve o'clock, after two. It was late. It was

late that night.

Q How did you get there?

A We drove over in a car.

Q Who is we?

A Reuben Rainey, Nellie Chew, and myself.
Q Do you see Reuben Rainey in the

courtroom today?
A Yes, I do. He's right here.
MR. BRAVE: For the record indicating

the defendant.

Q Did you know Reuben Rainey at that time?
A Yes, I had met him, vyes.
Q About how long do you think you knew him
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at that time, if vou know?

A I'm not sure exactly. At what time?

Q When you drove over to 4711 Navarro
Road, how long had you known him?

A About a month, about two weeks to a
month.

Q Did you know whether he was a
Baltimorean?

A He was a New Yorker,.

Q Who else was in that car, if anyone,

that drove to 4711 Navarro Road?

A Nellie Chew drove us over. She drove
the car.
Q What kind of car was it, do you

remember?

A Noe, I don't. It was a rental car.

Q Nellie Chew was driving?

A Yes.

Q Where were you seated?

A I was in the back seat of the car.

Q Where was the Defendant Reuben Rainey
seated?

A In the passenger front seat.

Q Why were you going to 4711 Navarro Road

sometime after twelve o'clock in the morning?
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A

Q

To buy drugs.
From whom?
Deborah Veney.

How did you know that Deborah Veney was

going to have any drugs?

A

Because Nellie Chew called Denise

Coleman on the telephone and asked her does she

have any drugs and she said no. She said Debbie

have some and we were surprised that Debbie had

drugs and she gave us Deborah Veney's phone number

and Nellie Chew called Deborah Veney.

Q

A

How much drugs were you looking for?
We was looking for a gram.

You had been smoking that day?

No, I was sniffing.

Had you all run out?

Yes.

Was Deborah Veney your usual supplier of

No.

Who usually supplied you with drugs?
Leroy Boyce.

Why didn't you go to Leroy?

He was sick. He was sleeping.

Do you know where?

47




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

A Yes.
Q How do you know where?
A Because we took him over there to spend

the weekend.

Q Over where?

A Robin Robinson's house on Greenmount
Avenue.

Q Who took Poppy over? When I say Poppy,

does Leroy Boyce have a nickname?
A Poppy.
Q Is that what you call him or do you call

him Lee or Leroy? What do you call him?

A I call him Poppy.

Q So, who took Poppy over to Greenmount
Avenue?

A Reuben Rainey, myself. Reuben Rainey

and myself.

Q Do you remember arriving at 4711 Navarro
Road?

A Yes, I do.

Q Was there any other traffic in the 4700

block of Navarro Road when you got there?

A It was a cab turning the corner.
Q Why was Nellie along?
A Because she knew exactly where Debbie
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lived at.

Q Why were you along?

A Because he asked me to ride with then.

Q Why? Do you know?

A No, I don't.

Q You had nothing better to do?

A Right, I didn't have anything to do.

Q How much money did you all have with
you?

A I didn't have any money, myself. I

don't know exactly where the money came from, from

Bey, from Nellie Chew or Reuben Rainey. I don't

know how much they had apiece.

Q When you got there, who was already
there?

A Deborah Veney, and Peaches.

Q Now, did you knew Deborah Veney?

A Yes.

Q How long had you known Deborah Veney?

A I had known Deborah Veney for a couple
of years. She used to work with my mother up

Sinai Hospital.
Q And she was also tied in with Poppy in
some fashion?

A Yes.
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Q Describe that relationship as best you
can?

A He kept -- I think he kept money or
something over her house. He used to deal with

her and all that. They used to have a

relationship together.

Q

A

Q

you?

She was one of Poppy's women?

Yes.

While we are on the subject, so were

Yes, I was.

THE COURT: What is your date of birth,

Miss Blunt?

Q

then?

A

her?

house.

THE WITNESS: December the 17th, 1962.

So Deborah Veney was there, who else

You mentioned Peaches?

Yes, Peaches.
Did you know Peaches?
No, I only met her once before.

This was the first time you were meeting

No.
Where had you met her before?

On Fayette Street in Nellie Chew's
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know

have

Then

want

sure.

do you

worth.

Q That's 862 West Fayette?
A Yes.

Q Tell us what happened when you got

A Got to Navarro Road?

Q Right.

A Okay, went in. We asked Debbie, you

-—- Reuben -- I mean, Bey asked Debbie do she

any coke. I have some.

Debbie say,

yveah,

all I heard was the word gram. She says we

a gram of cocaine.

Q Who says that?

A Bey or either Reuben Rainey, I'm not

She said I don't

have a gran. He said what

have. She said I have seventy-five dollars

have

She said I don't have a scale, so I

to spocn it out.

describing,

you in?

to have to spoon it out,

I don't have a granm.

Q Now, this conversation that you are now

what room in this house at 4711 are

Do you remember what room you are in?

A In the kitchen.

Q Okay.

Now, after she says she's going

what happens next?

A And she spooned it out.

She said, now,

I don't have a hundred
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dollars worth. I only have seventy-five dollars
worth. And he said ockay. Then Bey started to
cook it up.

Q Did any money change hands?

A Yes, it was. He sets the money on the
table and she picked it up and put it in her
pocket.

Q Do you remember what she was wearing?

A She had on, the only thing I remember
her jacket. It was a black jacket, just above the
knees, two pockets on each side in front. So she

stuck the money in the pocket.

Q Did you count the money?

A No, I did not.

Q Now, you say they proceeded to cook it
up?

A Yes, Nellie Chew.

Q Explain what you mean by that.

A Put baking soda inside with the cocaine

and then you put it in a tube and you cook it with

fire and it comes back to base.

Q And it is that base that you smoke?
A Yes.

Q So, Nellie Chew does the cooking?

A Yes.
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Q And what happens next?

A Nellie said this ain't right. So Rudy
says let me see. So Rudy was lcooking at it. He
said this ain't even come back fifty dollars
worth. Then he tock it ocut of the -- He took the

water out of the tube and then he crushed it up,

and he had cigarette and ~-- top paper and he was
going to roll it up. Then he was going -- Then he
smcked it. Then he said this don't even taste

right, what is this, I want my money back or give
me something else.

Q And did anyone respond? I mean, who
said what next?

A Debbie said there's nothing wrong with
it. Then I said to Debbie, I said Debbie, where
is your cousin Jeanette and then I said call her
for me. She called Jeanette on the phone. They
was talking for awhile. I didn't hear what she
was saying and I said let me speak to Jeanette and
I was talking to Jeanette and then the argument
started coming about.

Q In other words, at this point the
subject of Jeanette comes up, there is a
conversation between Deborah Veney and Jeanette,

and then you get on the phone with Jeanette?
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A Yes.

Q While you are on the phone, there is
this argument where, in the same room, the next
room?

A The argument started in the kitchen. He

said you want to give me something back.

Q You are on the phone while this is
happening?
A Yeah, I was getting ready to hang up and

I heard him say that. It was getting loud.
Q Tell the jury exactly what you remember

of that argument?

A He said, you give me something back,
this is compressed caine. He said, bitch, you
going to give me something. So I said, Peaches,

tell her to give him his money back or give hin
something, half his money.

Q Where is Peaches at this point?

A Peaches had walked into the living room

and sit down.

Q So you are talking to Peaches?

A Yes.

Q And telling her what?

A I said Peaches, tell her, tell Debbie to

give him the money, give him half his money back
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or some more cocaine because the nigger is crazy.
Q What did you mean by that?
A He's crazy.
MR. TAYBACK: I'll withdraw the
objection which I never got out.

Q All right. What happened next, Miss

Blunt?
A And then Debbie said, oh, wait a

minute. Okay, after I told, I tcld her that he

was crazy, Peaches was saying, Debbie, give him

the money back, give him something. Come on, you
see, he ain't plaving. Debbie said it was right,
the cocaine was right. She was getting smart, you

know, back at Reuben Rainey, and by that time he
told me to watch Peaches; told Bey go start the
car, bitch. Then he pulled out the gun. Then he
pulled the thing, I don't know, the top part of
the thing.

Q Let me stop you for a minute. Were you

able to see that gun?

A Yes.
Q Describe what you were able to see?
A I seen the silver, silver part. His

hand was on the handle so I didn't see the handle.

Q What part was silver?
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know.

A

Q
seen this

A

Q

A

The front part, the barrel, I don't

Had you ever seen that gun before?
Yes.
Have you ever seen this gun before --

Yes, that's the gun.

-— State's Exhibit 1? Where had you

gun before?
On Reuben Rainey.

On how many occasions?

It was a number of occasions that I seen

the gun because he used to call it his wife,

Maggie.
Q
A
Q
gun?
A

Q

Is this before or after the murders?

It was before.

Do you know where Reuben Rainey got the

No, I don't exactly.

You don't recognize it as one of Poppy's

arsenal of guns?

A

It might be. It might have been, I

don't know exactly.

Q

You just reached the point where you are

telling Peaches to tell Debbie give him some of

the money back.
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A Yes.

Q And Reuben Rainey removes Maggie or his
wife from his -- from where?
A I don't know exactly where he pulled it

frem, but he had it in his hand and he pulled the
lever back. I said Debbie, you see, he not

playing with you, why don't you go upstairs and

give the money back, do something. She said --
she just was getting smart back with hin. I said
again, Jjust go ahead. Peaches was telling her go

ahead and he let it go, because she moved, she
stepped up a couple of steps, and then he let it
go.

Q Let what go?

A The handle.

MR. BRAVE: Indicating the pin part.
Q Did the weapon discharge?
A No, it didn't because he released it.

He released it somehow and it went back in place.

Q Where are you while this is happening?
A I was 1in the living room.
Q Was there anything to block your view of

what was going on?
A No, it wasn't.

Q How far away from this were you while
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you were watching? From you to where?
A From me to about right at that end of

the table, vyes.

Q So you are ten to, ten to twelve feet
away?

A Yes.

Q So what happened next, Miss Blunt?

A And then he told -- Then he said, bitch,
you going to get -- He was talking to Debbie, he

was talking to her again and he say, bitch, you
going to give me something back, he say, or I'm
going to kill your ass now. Bey -- then he said,
Bey, go start the car now. Then he told me to
watch Peaches. I sajd, what I want watch her for,
like that. And then he said, you just -- he said
you just go upstairs and get the money because I'm
going to shoot ycu. I'm going to count to three,
bitch, one, two, and then when he counted to
three, that's when the gun went off. I was

running out the door.

Q Where did you run?

A I ran past the car, past the car.
Q The car was parked where?

A In front of the door.

Q Right in front of the door?
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A Yes. It was, you know, a pavement,

sidewalk.

Q There's the front door, then there's a
sidewalk. Is the curb right there or is there
more?

A No, it's from -- 1like the house is right
there at the door. The house is at the door, and

the curb, yes, and the curb ended, ended right
where the brass thing is at, yes.
Q So it's somewhat -- the curb is this far

from the wall --

A Yes,

Q -- if that's the front docor?

A Yes.

Q Then here's the car right here?

A Yes.

Q And you run where, past the car?

A Yes.

Q What do you mean by that?

A I ran from the back way round past the
car and I stopped. He came out. He said, bitch,

get in the fucking car; get over here you stupid
bitch.
Q Well, where are you when this happens,

this is said?
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A Where was I when he was saying it?

Q When the Defendant Reuben Rainey said,
bitch, get in the car?

A I had ran past the car. I was running
towards the front of the car.

Q So what do you do when he says that?

A I jumped in the front. I jumped in the
driver}s seat with Nelliw Chew.

Q Incidentally,.was there any other sound
-- Did you hear any other gunshots besides the

first one?

A Yes, I heard another gunshot.

Q At what point?

A At the point as I was on, like on the
end of the curb. When I heard the second gunshot
I ran past the car. That's when he came out and

said, bitch, get the fuck in the car you stupid

assed self.

Q So you are out on the street when the
second gun -- second shot is fired?

A Yes.,

Q And you tried to get in the car but --

you're getting in which side did you say?
A I got in the driver's seat where Nellie

Chew was driving and I hurried up and shut the
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dodr.

Q I mean, did you shove her over? Did you
sit on her lap? I mean, how did that work?

A Nellie Chew is very skinny and I just
moved on over, but she was still driving and when
we got around the corner, he made me get out of

the car and go round and get in the front seat.

Q So you are wedged there between the door
and --

A Nellie Chew.

Q Whe is driving?

A Yes.

Q And you make it to the corner?

A Yes. We went round the corner and on
Walbash.

Q And then you chaﬁged back over into the

passenger seat?

A Yes.

Q Well, where does Reuben Rainey go?

A He got in the back seat of the car.

Q Describe'the Defendant Rainey at that
poeint. Excuse me. Describe what he looked like

and what, if anything, he said.
A He said to me, he said, you stupid -- he

said, look at me, that bitch's brains on me. I
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said, I'm not looking at you. He said, look, and
I said yeah, it's on your head, and then he was
clicking something out the gun. I.had turned back
around and inched down in the seat because I
thought we was going to be next because we ~-- I
inched down in the seat. I heard some clicking
stuff and then he said, here, hold this gun. I
said, why you want me to hold it; then he said,
hold the gun, and he went and told me put it
between my legs and put my legs together. He

said, let's go see Poppy, Leroy Boyce.

Q And where was Poppy at this point?

A He was on Greenmount Avenue over Robin
Robinson's house. He was sleeping.

Q You had dropped him off there how long

before this?

A He stayed over there the weekend.

Q I know, but when you dropped him off
over at Greenmount Avenue at Robin Robinson's
house, how long before these murders did you drop

him off? How long before, an hour, a day, a week?

A About two days.

Q Is that where the car headed?

A Excuse nme?

Q Is that where the car headed?
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A Yes.

-Q To Greenmount Avenue?

A Yes.

Q Anything unusual occur during that drive

from northwest Baltimore, Navarro Road over to

Greenmount Avenue?

A No.

Q What are you doing during that ride?

A Scared, shaking, crying.

Q What conversation is going on, if any?
A It wasn't none. The only conversation

that went on was when he asked me was her brains
on him.

Q When you got to Greenmount Avenue, what
happened at that point?

A We knocked on the door. He told us to
say that we been, if the police should ask, we had
been there for awhile. I said okay. Then we
knocked on the door, and then Robin Robinson came
to the door and he asked where was Leroy. She
said upstairs sleeping, and we went upstairs. He
asked Robin to go in the living room and we went
into the bedroomn. Poppy woke up and he was
telling Pop, guess what I just did, man. He saiqd,

Pop, I just killed Peaches and Debbie. Then he --

63




Q What did the Defendant Rainey tell Poppy
that he had just done?

A He just killed that bitch named Debbie.

Did he tell Poppy why?

Yeah, he told him why.

Well, tell the jury what he told him as
killed then.

A He said Debbie trying to beat him over
for some drugs.

Q What else, if anything, did he tell
Poppy?

A He said about me, Rudy Rainey told
Poppy. that that bitch beat the bullet out the
gun; she was out the door before the bullet came
out.

Q So he was joking about the fact that you
beat the bullet ocut of the gun?

A Yes.

MR. TAYBACK: Objection, Your Honor, to
the State's question, not to the answer.

THE COURT: I'll overrule the
cbjection.

Q What, if anything, did Poppy say?

A Excuse nme?

Q What, if anything, did Poppy say when he
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was greeted with this news from the Defendant?
A Poppy said you shouldn't a did that. He

just told us to stay there until the morning,

until later on that -- in the morning.
Q You didn't go to the police, did you?
A No, we did not.
Q Why not?
A Because I was scared. He said if I went

to the police, he was going to kill me, too.

Q Eventually you gave this statement?

A Yes, the police came and picked me up
from my home.

Q Have you had any contact with Reuben

Rainey since he was indicted and charged with this

crime?

A Yes,.

Q Tell the jury about that?

A He said don't worry about it, he says
it's nothing they can find out. He said as long

as you all don't tell they won't never find out.
And I said, Reuben -- Rudy, I never tell.

Q Let me interrupt. The conversation you
are describing right now, is that before or after
he was charged?

A It was before he was charged.
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Q How long?
A I'm not sure.
Q After the murders, was there a

conversation you had with him in person or --

A Over the telephone. He was
incarcerated.

Q For the June 19th business up at 8627

A Yes.

Q Where were you when you received this

phone call?

A I was at my house on Howard Park Avenue.

Q What did he say to you during that
conversation?

A He said don't worry, you don't have
nothing to worry about. They don't have no
evidence. They will never find out. So, don't
even worry about it. I said I would never tell,
Rudy.

Q Have you had any conversation with hinm
after he was charged?

A Excuse me?

Q Have you had any conversation with
Reuben Rainey after he was charged --

A Yes.

Q -- with the crime? Tell the jury about
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that.

A He say what your name doing on my
indictment paper. I said what else; they typed it
cn there. Then he was reading the rest of the
names that was cn the indictment paper. That was
the witnesses.

Q Is that the end of the conversation?

A No, I don't exactly remember the rest of
the conversation that day.

Q Well, d4id he say anything to you that
caused you any concern?

A Well, the next day he -- Okay, the next
day he called me and said you better not tell. He

i)

say I'm going to send you on a trip down North

Carolina. I'm going to get somebody to send you a
ticket. I said, no, I ain't Rudy.
Q When you finally -- here I want you to

hold on to this, State's Exhibit 32 for
identification, just hold on to it.

MR. BRAVE: State's Exhibit 33 for
identification, Madam Clerk, the grand jury
testimony of Joanne Blunt for identification only.

(Marked for identification
State's Exhibit 33.)

Q When you talked to the police way back
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at the end of June, did you tell them that vyou
went to Deborah Veney's house with Reuben Rainey
and Nellie Chew?

A Yes, after they told me that they knew
that I was there.

Q I understand. First you told them you
didn't know anything about it?

A I didn't know_anything about it.

Q I understand. But the first time you
did tell them, did you tell them you drove over to
Deborah Veney's house with Nellie Chew and with

Reuben Rainey?

A The first time I told them?
Q Yes.
A No, the first time it was a lie because

I told them that I was with someone else when I
went over there.

Q What do you mean?

A I told them I was with Blayne, a friend
of mine named Blayne.

Q When you went over where?

A Went over to -- on Navarro Road.

MR. TAYBACK: Your Honor, I think we are

going to have to approach the bench because he's

impeaching his own witness by a prior inconsistent
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statement. I think we have to get the ground
rules straight.

THE COURT: Approach the bench.

{(Whereupon, counsel and the Defendant
approached the bench and the following conference
ensued: )

THE COURT: Mr. Tayback.

MR. TAYBACK: Your Honor, with respect
toc the witness at the present time, she is the
State's witness. The State vouchs for her
credibility such as it is, and the State is now in
the process of impeaching her by bringing out
prior inconsistent statements.

If the State is going to claim surprise
or some other category that is allowable, so be
it, but then the evidence has no evidentiary
value. It is only to indicate to the jury that
the State was somehow or the other taken back by
what she said on the stand.

If the State is attempting to
rehabilitate its own witness by attacking her,
then I don't see how that follows the usual
procedure that is allowed for the State in calling
its own witness. She's not qualified as a Court's

witness.
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THE COURT: Question of -- go ahead.

MR. BRAVE: Well, Your Honor, the thrust
of my gquestioning was aimed at developing prior
consist statements, not prior inconsistent
statements. This Blayne thing, I'd like to have
an opportunity to clear up with her because I'm
not -- I think what she is saying that at first
she said, I don't know anything, then she saiqd,
oh, all right, I was there but I was with a guy by
the name of Blayne and then within a short time
she said, okay, I was there with Rainey and Nellie
Chew.

I think that is what she is intending
but this is first time I've heard this of this
Blayne scenario.

THE COURT: The whole issue of
impeachment of one's own witness obviously grows
out of the central issue to any witness'
testimony, which is credibility. While a
prosecutor can not impeach his or her cwn witness,
the gquestion of whether or not a witness whose
position is as Miss Blunt is, who has an obvious
external force or factor -- strike the word
obvious -- who has an external factor or force

working on her ostensibly and theoretically
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through the State's perspective is -- rather, the

guestion is whether or not the Court should allow

the State to develop at any given point where this
witness was.

To be more specific, what the Court is
saying, if you have the normal witness who has no
prior coercion applied to him or her and there is
absolutely ncthing to explain and any party has no
right to impeach that withess, and in this case of
a witness who is closely tied to the person
accused of a murder, as well as another person who
apparently is involved in this whole scenario, the
Court believes that it would have a modicum of
discretion in making or allowing the jury to see
how the position of this particular witness
developed from the point of the incident down to
today and allow them to make their own assessment
as to the credibility. It is clear, this clearly
is not the normal situation. Mr. Tayback.

MR. TAYBACK: Well, I agree with the
Court, certainly is not normal.

I am thinking back with respect to the
case law which is as to the normal situations. It
would seem to me that once the State gets into a

position of essentially bringing out the past
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inconsistencies of the witness, that it represents
impeachment no matter what you call it. . Then the
only question is what evidentiary value does her
testimony have and what is of substantive
evidentiary value and what is not, of course, I
guess would be something for the Court to call.

The Court certainly, I think, can even
at any point in the course of a witness' testimony
change a person from being a State's witness to a
Court's witness. So if the Court is allowed to do
that, I suspect the Court is allowed to do a
number of things in sound discretionary exercise.

THE COURT: Let me make clear at this
juncture, this Court has absolutely no intention
of declaring this witness to be a court's
witness.

MR. TAYBACK: No, I'm not saying that.

THE COURT: I know you are not. I just
want the record to reflect it.

MR. TAYBACK: That aspect is fairly
broad I would think. The only problem I have is
if you essentially attack your cﬁn witness, does
she then have substantive or evidentiary wvalue
thereafter.

I know, for example, if they claim
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surprise as to Blayne and whatever else is
involved, that particular evidence should not have
any evidentiary value and the jury should be so
instructed. On the other hand, where does it go
from there? Does that eliminate, eliminate her or
is he only allowed to rehabilitate her after I
cross examine her and try to take her down a peg
that way.

THE COURT: It is obviocus the State is
offering her testimony for substantive purposes.
Clearly, it wouldn't make any sense to offer her
for any other purpose, and they were aware of at
least some indicies.

Mr. Brave, I think you need to speak for
yourself.

MR. BRAVE: Well, I just want to clear
up the Blayne business and be given some latitude.

THE COURT: We have got something that
is being presented here that I think you need to
address.

Counsel is saying that if you are
proceeding on a theory somehow or another that you
are surprised, then the question is going to arise
as toc what is the nature -- I mean, she is saying

that she at one point --
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MR. BRAVE: I don't think we are at
guestion of surprise. I don't think we have
reached the question of surprise. I'm just trying
to clarify what she 1is savying. I think she is
saying, I think she is saying, look, on my way to
telling them the truth I threw cut a false
statement in the form of Blayne.

THE COURT: I'm concerned about only one
thing in this whole cologuy, that is, at some
pecint in time I have to give instructions and if

this witness' testimony is not being offered for

substantive purposes, then the real big guestion

is what it is being offered for.

If yocu then go ahead and impeach the
witness, becomes a question as to just what the
nature of this witness' testimony is.

MR. BRAVE: Offering it for the
substantive type. At first she didn't cooperate
and after she did cooperate, and I think I am
bringing out that scenario now. Now, I don't
think that is impeaching a witness.

THE COURT: Any time you show -- Well
let's forget the word impeachment. So, let's deal
with the terminoclogy of consistent and

inconsistent statements. I mean, if you show that
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somebody said something under ocath here and then
you show they said something absolutely different
at a prior time, what are you doing? Forget, just
forget the word impeaching. I mean, don't forget
it.

MR. BRAVE: I'm trying to clarify what
she is saying. Let me find cut what she is
saying, then we will decide whether it is
consistent or inconsistent or surprise or not
surprise.

THE COURT: You don't try cases like
that, Mr. Brave. Ycu haQe got to really know up
front what it is that you are doing with this
witness becauée I have to make a ruling one way or
the other on what this witness' testimony can be
used for by the jury and that is very important in
this case.

I mean, this idea of just letting it all
hang out just isn't the way to go. You have got
te decide what you are doing.

MR. MURPHY: So if he doesn't explore
this any further, it is then his witness, vouching
for the credibility of --

THE COURT: He's vouching -- Now, he's

talking about clarifying something and, in
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essence, what he is saying is I'm going to bring
ocut this negative stuff for the defense.

MR. MURPHY: We stop here and defense
brings out all these things.

THE COURT: That's the ball game.

MR. BRAVE: Just ask her to explain what
you are saying about Blayne. That's all. Explain
what you are saying. That's not impeachable.

THE COURT: What do you call it, Mr.
Brave?

MR. BRAVE: Asking her to clarify what
she is saying.

THE COURT: If she goes on and says,
lcok, I was with this Blayne person, I was, or at
least I told somebody I was with this Blayne
person, it's a prior inconsistent statement. She
wasn't with this Blayne person, she was on Navarro
Rcad or Avenue, whatever it is. It is an
inconsistent statement.

MR. BRAVE: It's inconsistent with her
present testimony.

THE COURT: Right. So call it what you
want. I mean, how do ycu get around the fact that
it is impeachment? I started off this whole

discussion by saying, obviously, the Court has
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allowed the State some degree of latitude to
present to the jury how this witness has come from
one point to the other with certain explanations.
The jury can understand she is saying something
different from what she said before. Now, all of
sudden this Blayne thing comes up. I don't know
why you are pressing it. I don't know why you
want to delve into it. You want to be bound by
the testimony you elicit now, why are you trying
to elicit all this other stuff? It's just
clouding the whole issue.

MR. BRAVE: It's out there now. I
should be abie to clarify what she is saying.

THE COURT: Go right ahead and clarify
it, Mr. Brave, but I'm telling you -

MR. BRAVE: I'm not going to use the
impeachment type technique of cross examination.
I'm just going to ask her.

THE COURT: If it comes out, it comes
out. - What's the difference between a question
that is asked on cross examination and a question
that is asked on direct? The same kind of
guestion that is used on direct can be used on
cross examination. I don't kncw how you make a

distinction.
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MR. BRAVE: Whatever. She's already
testified that she was uncooperative at first.
You call that impeaching ycur witness?

THE COURT: I just finished saying I
granted some latitude in allowing you to explain
to the jury.

How many inconsistencies are you you
going to pull cut of this witness? Go right
ahead. Handle it anyway you feel.

MR. MURPHY: Judge, we are not -- if he
goes any further --

THE COURT: I'm saying down ~-

MR. MURPHY: -- if there is any danger,
you may instruct the jury.

THE COURT: I'm saying down the road I
have to deal with the gquestion of instructing this
jury as to whether this witness' testimony is
substantive testimony or --

MR. MURPHY: That's a question in your
mind depending on how far down the road we go?

THE COURT: Right.

MR. MURPHY: That's a question in your
mind.

THE COURT: I don't think there's -- in

fact, I know there's nc Kucharyck problem but this
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is a whole different issue.

MR. MURPHY: It creates the danger of
getting into that inst:uction if we go, is that
what you are sayiné?

MR. BRAVE: I hear what you are saying
by I just cannot --

THE COURT: Basically what I'm really
coming back to, Mr. Brave, you have got your hands
full trying the State's case. You seem to be
determined to try Mr. Tayback's case, too.

MR. BRAVE: I hear you, Your Honor.

MR. TAYBACK: Question, Your Honor, are
we going to take a break after the State's
questions of Joanne Blunt because I have some
transcripts I wanted to take a look at and find a
few things. I also wanted to wash my hands.

THE COURT: I've got a luncheon
engagement with Judge Bell. We can -- off the
record.

(Whereupon, an off the record discussion
was had and counsel returned to the trial table
and proceedings resumed in open court.)

Q Miss Blunt, let me take you back to June
the 30th or July the 30th, this is almost two

months after the murders, right?
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A Yes.

Q You are down at the homicide unit, they
are asking you what you know about these murders.
I believe you have already testified that at first
you said nothing --

A Yes.

Q -- and then eventually there was some
discussion about being charged with an accessory
after the fact and this statement that you are
holding came forth?

A Yes.

Q Now,Awas there anything in between that
concerned somebody by the name of Blayne?

A Excuse me?

Q Between the time yvou said nothing, I
know nothing about it, and the time that you gave
him this statement, which tells the story you just
told the jury --

A Yes, I was telling Detective Requer --

Q Listen to the guestion. Between -- Do
you understand what I mean by between?

A Between?

Q That's in between, sandwiched in
between, was there any discussion about a Blayne?

You just mentioned Blayne. Who is Blayne?
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A Blayne is a friend of mine --
Q Do you understand -- Stop. Do you

understand what I am asking you?

A No, I do not.

Q Did you just use the term Blayne?

A Yes.

Q Well, what did you mean by that?

A I was going to tell homicide that's who

I was with Blayne Green.
Q Did you tel; homicide that?
A That's what I told homicide. They
didn't write it down.
Q All right.
THE COURT: Is there such a person?
Does such a person exist?
THE WITNESS: Blayne Green, vyes.
Q When did you tell them about Blayne?
A Before I told them aboﬁt the murders,
before they said they knew I was there and that
they knew that Rudy was there and Bey.
Q- Well, were you going to give them the
name of somebody who knew something about it? I
mean, why did you use the word Blayne?
A Because that's what I -- that's what

Rudy told me to say when, you know, I was saying
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wasn't with him, say I was soméwhere else. So 1

said I was going to say I was with Blayne Green.

Q Not that Blayne had anything to do with
it but --

A No.

Q Okay. I understand. In other words,

between the time you said nothing and the time vyou
told them this, you started off by savying I was
with Blayne Green?
A Yes.
Q Okay. After you got past that point and
the police told you, wait a minute, we know --
MR. TAYBACK: Objection, Your Honor, to
the State testifying.
Q Did the police at that point say --
THE COURT: Sustained.
Q Did the police at that point say we know
you were there?
A Yes.
Q Did they talk about you being a possible
accessory after the fact?
A Excuse me?
Q Did they tell you about the possibility
of becoming an accessory after the fact?

A Yes.
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Q Is that when you gave them this?

A Yes.

Q Getting back to the original guestion
before we go off cn this tangent, when you finally
told them this, did you tell them about the ride
to Navarro Road? Yes or no.

A Yes.

Q Did you tell them --

MR, TAYBACK: Objection. I think she is
still his witness. I think that's where we are
still and he can't ask those sort of gquestions.

THE COURT: All right. I'll overrule
the last objection. It was asked and answered.
I'd ask Mr. Brave, if you will, ask non-leading
gquestions.

Q Did you tell them exactly what happened
inside Navarro Road like you just got finished
telling the jury?

A Yes.

Q When you went before the grand jury, did
you tell them exactly what happened inside of
Navarro Road like you just got finished telliﬁg
this jury? |

A Yes.

MR. BRAVE: Okay. Thank you. I have no
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other guestions.
THE COURT: Cross examine.
MR. TAYBACK: Thank you, Your Honor.
CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. TAYBACK.
Q Miss Blunt, you are Leroy Boyce's
girlfriend, is that correct?
A Yes, I was.
Q Well, at least as of a couple of months
ago you were in fairly constant communication with

him, isn't that true?

A Yes.

Q Are you still in communication with him?
A I haven't talked to Leroy.

Q Since whenv?

A I haven't talked to Leroy in over two

weeks, three weeks.

Q Two weeks?

A Something like that.

Q All right. His nickname to you is
Poppy. Your nickname to him is what?

A I don't have a nickname.

Q You remember telling me once before and

telling under oath once before that your nickname

was Mommy or he called you Mommy?
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Q

Yeah, he would call all women Momnmy.
All women?

Yes.

Sc ycu were mommy anvhow?

Yes.

You were one of the Mommies, let's put

it that way?

A

Q

Yes.

Now, you went to New York fairly

frequently, frequently with Mr. Boyce, is that

correct?

A

Q

Yes.

And what was the reason for you going to

New York with Mr. Boyce, Poppy?

A

Q

Drugs.

And what was your responsibility, what

did you do? Why did you go to New York with him?

A

Q

you?

Q

A
any lady,

female.

To bring the drugs back.

What was your function, why did he need

Why did he need me?

Yes.

No particular reascn, anyone will go,

any girl will go, as long as it's a
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Q Why did he need a female?

A Because they could carry the drugs.

They couldn't get searched by male police if they
search them.

Q So if something happened and Leroy Boyce
and you got stopped by the police, you or one of
his other ladies would have the drugs, is that
correct?

A Yes.

Q So then if anything came down, it

~wouldn't be as to Leroy, it would be as to the

person holding the drugs, is that true?
A Yes.
Q That was his operation, wasn't it, to

shift the blame? Isn't that true?

A Yes.

Q You were one of those couriers fbr him?
A (Indicating affirmatively.)

Q Among other things, you received cocaine

from him, isn't that true?

A . Yes.

Q Wasn't that really his attraction to
you? Not a very good looking guy otherwise, not
exactly a snappy dresser or anything else, is he?

A No, he toock care of me.
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Q And the way he took care of you was by
providing you with an apartment that he used for
his drug operation and by providing you with drugs
and money?

A Yes.

Q Among other things he provided you with
a kind of a secret apartment on the éast side of

town, isn't that true?

A Yes.
Q What's the address of that apartment?
A I'm not sure of the exact address. I

think it is 316 East Lorraine.

Q That's on Lorraine, isn't it?
A Yes.
Q And am I correct that Poppy's method of

operation of his business was to mcve among the
houses of his various women every few days so that
he would keep the police off track?

A Yes.

Q And he would keep the drugs and the
money in those houses, he wouldn't keep very much,

if anything, at all con himself, would he?

A No, he never had drugs or money in my
house. He didn't have them there.
Q Never. Didn't leave them with you?
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A No.

Q He did leave them with Deborah Veney,
didn't he?

A Yes.

Q As a matter of fact, I think you said in
your testimony a few minutes ago that he left
money at her house; isn't that correct?

A Yes.

Q What sort of money, how much?

I don't know exactly how much money.
She was a holder for him, wasn't she?

A Yes.

Q And the same thing would be true of

Jeanette Brown?
A I don't know.
And Robin Robinson?
Yes.
Nellie Chew?
Yes.
Denise Coleman?
A Yes.
Q As a matter of fact, this car that you
claim you were in on the morning of June 2, 1986,
the rental car as you call it, who was the person

who rented that car?
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A Denise Ccleman.

Q And that car was rented by Denise
Coleman for whom?

A Leroy Boyce.

Q When was it that you had last gone to
New York City with Leroy Boyce to get cocaine?

A It was after the murders.

Q Well, if I indicated to you that the
murders occurred on June 2, 1986, which would be a
Monday, so Sunday would be June 1st?

A Uh-huh.

Q Therefore, Saturday would be May 31st,
Friday would be May 30th, does that refresh your
recollection any?

A No.

Q You don't recall going up there and
coming back with a large amount of cocaine?

A I don't remember the dates, no, I don't.

Q Well, do you remember that prior to
these murders that you, Poppy, and I believe
Nellie Chew had gone up to New York City that very
weekend and had gotten a large amount of cocaine?

A That was before the murders, me, Nellie,
and Poppy went up there together.

Q Before the murders?
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A Yes.

Q That's what I'm saying.
A Yes.
Q So you had a large amount of cocaine at

this time, that is --

A Yes.

Q ~—- the weekend immediately preceding
June 2, 198672

A I don't know which weekend, but I 4did
bring a lot of drugs back, yes.

Q You say a lot. You mean a substantial

quantity, pounds?

A I don't know. I don't know the weight
of it. It was about that much, in a big rock like
that.

Q A big rock of cocaine?

A Yes.

Q Big rock of cocaine?

A Yes.

Q Poppy. as part of his habit or as part

of his operation then supplied from that as a
gratutity, as a freebe, if you will, to all of his
workers cocaine, isn't that true?

A Yes, that's true.

Q So there was nc reason for you and

90




10

11

12

13

14

156

16

117

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Nellie Chew, both of you who are main women of
Poppy, to have to go over to Deborah Veney's house
to get cocaine that Monday morning?

A He was out of cocaine.

Q He may have been out but certainly Poppy

had a whole big rock?

A Poppy was sick. He was under doctors'
medication. He had an abscess up his nose.
Q Because he had been using too much”

cocaine he had a sore nose, isn't that true?

A Yes.

Q That didn't prevent him from having a
whole lot of cocaine?

A No.

.Q Didn't prevent him from going up to New
York and coming back on Saturday with a whole 1lot
of coéaine?

A No.

Q And he still had that whole lot of
cocaine with him over at Robin Robinson's house or
else over at Denise Coleman's house which is

Manchester Avenue?

A No.
Q I'm sure it was one or the other?
A Yes.
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Q Now, had anybody come down from New York
with you on either that Friday, May 30th or that
Saturday, May 31st?

A Yes, Reuben Rainey.

Q So, is that the time that he came to
Baltimore? Is that what are you saying?

A Yes.

Q So he comes to Baltimore on either
Friday, May 30th, or Saturday, May 31st?

A I'm not sure what date it is.

Q I understand you don't know the dates.
Now, at that time did you see him with this
particular handgun, this is State's Exhibit either

1 or 2, whatever number it is?

A No, I d4id not.

Q You didn't see him with that, 4id you?
A No, nct on the train.

Q This particular gun, as a matter of

fact, is Poppy's gun, isn't it?
A I don't know. I don't know for sure.

Poppy had numbers cf guns.

Q How many guns did Poppy have?

A I don't know.

Q He had plenty?

A Every one his workers had a gun. All
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the men workers had a gun, the ones that was
protecting him.

Q Among those people who were his male
workers who had his guns who were protecting him
were fellows by the name ¢of Rerun and Bus Driver,
is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Where were you on Saturday, two days
before the murder?

A Where was I Saturday, two days before
the murders?

Yes.

I don't know.

Where were you?
Saturday two days --
Were you up say --

I don't know. I can't remember.

Q Well, if the murders happened Monday
morning, it doesn't matter what date it is, the
day of the week was Monday morning, where were you

Sunday?
A Washing clothes with Reuben Rainevy.

Q So somehow or other he comes down from

New York, according to you, on Friday or Saturday,
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is that right?

A Yes.
Q And he ends up washing clothes with you?
A Yes.
Q So, might I hazard a guess that he comes

down to dc the laundry from New York?
A No, he came to protect Poppy.
Q Now, the story is that he comes down

from New York to protect Poppy?

A Yes.

Q You never told anybody that before, did
you? —

A Excuse me?

Q I said you never told anybody that

before, did you-?

A I don't know. I could have, vyes.

Q I'm sure you could --
A Everyone knows that he came down to

protect Poppy.

Q Well, July 31st you speak to the police,
you don't say that, do you?

A Excuse me?

Q I said July 31st, 1986, you speak to the
police, you don't say that at all, do you?

A Do I say that when I talked to the
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Yes.

3 A No, I did not. I don't think so.

4 Q When you spoke with the police?

5 A I'm nct sure.

6 Q You can loock at it if you want.

7 A Let me see.

8 MR. BRAVE: I object to the question.

9 There's a foundation guestion that should be asked
i0 before that gquestion becomes relevant.

11 THE COURT: It's cross examination.
12 I'll overrule the objection.

13 Q Have you looked at your statement?

14 A Yes. What do you want me to see

15 exactly? I don't --
16 Q I asked you a guestion. Do you remenmber
17 what the guestion was?
1i8 A No, I do not.

19 Q Well, if I told yocu that you have never
20 told anybody before that story, would that make
21 sense to you-?
22 A I never told anybody what story?

23 Q That Poppy inmported from New York Mr.
24 Rainey here for protection?

25 A Yes, he did import.
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Q You didn't tell that to Detective
Requer, did you?

A No, because they never asked me why is
he here.

Q In other words, we don't get the truth
until we ask you exactly the right gquestions, is
that right?

A Excuse me?

Q Never mind. O0f course, we don't get the
truth. He comes down here for protection, is that
right?

A Yes.

Q Rerun, Bus Driver, all the other male
employees of Poppy are not providing sufficient
protection for Poppy?

A No, he said they was messing up. Reuben
was -- one guy stole some money from Robin
Robinscn's house that he was suppcsed to come down
and protect Poppy from.

Q Let's get into that. First of all, this

is all new unchartered territory. So you are

saying somehow or the other these other employees
of Poppy's were screwing up?
A Yes.

Q Which means they weren't doing whatever
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they were hired to doc with the guns that --

A They was using the drugs. No, they was
using up the drugs and spending the money.

Q And that according to Pcppy's operation
was a screw-up, right?

A Yes.

Q You said somebody stole some money, is

that right?

A Yes.,
Q Who was that somebody?
A The money was over at Robin Robinson's

house and somebody whose named Ricarde, you know,
something, Raimundo, some foreign name, took the
money from Robin's house.

Q Now, is Raimundo or Ricardo, whatever

name you come up with? 1Is he a worker for Poppy?

A No, Poppy don't know him.

Q Poppy doesn't kncw him?

A No.

Q So he comes out of the blue and steals

the money, is that right?

A Yes, it was Robin's friend.

Q Robin's friend?

A Robin Robinson's friend.

Q Net Robert Robinson, Robin Robinson's
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friend, Robin Robinson's friend, Raimundo, Ricardo

takes how much money?

A Thirty-two thousand.

Q Thirty—-two thousand dollars?

A Yes, it was for his Winnebago.

Q It was for what?

A For his Winnebago.

Q Poppy was going camping?

A I don't know what he was going to do.

Q So, when was this money taken?

A I'm not exactly sure.

Q How much before June 2, 19867

A I'm not sure.

Q Was it a day, a week, a month, a year, a
decade?

A I'm not sure.

Q So, somehow or the cther that's the

reason for Reuben Rainey to come down to
Baltimore?

A Yes.

Q When he gets down to Baltimore, he is to
find Ricardo, Raimundo who is Robin's friend and
he's to do something about fhirty—two thousand
dollars, is that correct?

A No, I don't know what was going to
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happen. They don't discuss that with me. I

didn't know what was going to happen at all.

Q In any case he ends up doing laundry?
A Yes.
Q So he's doing laundry. Whose laundry is

this that he's doing after he comes down as

protection from New York City?

A Reuben has his own laundry.

Q His own laundry?

A Yes.

Q How much laundry did he have?

A He had a whole big green trash bag fuil.
Q Well, when he came down on the train,

are you saying he brcught a trash bag witﬁ him?

A No.

Q Well, did he go to the store and buy
clothes to put in the trash bag that needed to be
washed?

A No, Reuben Rainey went back up to New
York. After he came down here with me on the
train, he went back up to see his parole officer
and his children and his daughter's mother,
whatever, his children's mother. Then he came
back down, he had the trash bag of clothes with

him. That's how we got to wash the clothes that
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Sunday.

Q So this all happens -- he comes down on
Friday, goes back up on Saturday to get a trash
bag of close so he can do them on Sunday?

A Reuben Rainey was here for two weeks,
about a week or two, before he went back up to New
York to see his parcle officer.

Q I see. So somehow or the other it is
your theory that he's travelling up and down
because he is here for the protection of Poppy but
then he's going up and back to New York to bring

laundry down here to do laundry?

A Yes, because he was staying for awhile.
Q He wasn't staying with you, was he?

A No.

Q But somehow or the other you are doing

his laundry?

A I'm not doing his laundry. I was
helping him. I was watching him, keeping his
company while he do his laundry.

Q When is it that you are in his company

then if it is not Sunday?

A Excuse me?
Q If we pass Saturday, if it is no longer
Saturday -- you don't remember what you were doing
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Saturday, right?

A No.

Q And you don't remember when you and
Reuben Rainey, according to what you have told us,
went and took Leroy Boyce over to Robin Robinson's
house on Greenmount Avenue, yocu don't remember
what day that was, do you?

A I'm not sure. I think it was a Friday.

Q So, between Friday and Sunday, this

Saturday, you have no idea what you did then?

A No, I was getting high. I always got
high.

Q Who were you with? Were you with Mr.
Rainey?

A Yes, because Poppy asked me to show him

arcund town, the parts of downtown that he don't
know, travel from destination to destination.

Q So you are the tour guide and the one
who has the.car?

A No, he has the car. He's driving.

Q He's driving and you are showing him the
varicus locations?

A Yes,

Q You are the person who doesn't even know

how tc get to Deborah Veney's house?
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A No, but I know east from west and west
from south. I don't know exactly where she
lived. No, I didn't.

Q Where are some of the places you went to
on this tour?

A Excuse me?

Q Where are some of the places you went to
in this car?

A To Denise Ccocleman's house.

Q Which is Manchester Avenue. Why would
you take him to Ménchester Avenue?

A We went over to Poppy's -- we went to
Denise Coleman's house to get his laundry so we
can wash it down Nellie Chew's house.

Q All right. Well, let me stop you for a
minute,. You are giving him a tour. Obviously,
you are nct giving him a tour of Manchester Avenue

because you say he's already got his clothes

there?
A Excuse nme?
Q Right? Where were you taking him other

than Manchester Avenue?

A On Fayette Street.
Q Who is over at Fayette Street?
A Nellie Chew's house.
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Q

A
where she

Q

side,

A

to west.

at.

Q

A

west side.

What else were you doing?

Washing clothes down the street from

lived at.

You said you took a tour of the east

Where else?

I said I know the destinations from east

I don't know where Deborah Veney lived

Where did you take him?

I took him over from the east side to

the west side.

Q

A

Q

A

Coleman's

Q

A

Where?

Over to the east side.

Frecm the east side to the west side?
From Denise

Over to Denise Coleman's.

house we went down to Fayette Street.

That's it?

Yes, and we started washing, started

washing his clothes.

Q

A

Q

cne trash
A

tinme.

Is this Saturday or Sunday?

It's Sunday.

And how long does it take you to wash

bag full of clothes?

It toock us guite some

I don't know.

I don't know how much tine.




Q Did it take half an hour?

A No.

Q Forty-five minutes?

A No, longer than that. Half the day.

Q Half the day?

A Yes, only had two washing machines and

two dryers.

Q So you started out at what time in the
morning on Saturday -- Sunday?

A I'm not sure what time I started out.

Q Was he in your company ever since Friday

until Monday? Is that what you are telling us?

A He wasn't only in my company. Everyone
else was around. Yeah, I seen him in my company
yes. My company, too.

Q So basically from Friday to Monday he's

in your conmpany along with others, but he's always
with you?

A No, he wasn't always with nme. No.

Q Well, then who else was he with? Where

was he? When was it that you and he were not

together?
A When were.he and me not together?
Q Yes.
A We was always arcund each other because
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- ﬁnless I went to bathroom or something, to the

store or something like that, we wasn't ardund

each other, but other than that we was around each

other.

Q

There was cocaine at Manchester Avenue,

wasn't there?

A

Q

Yes.

And you had taken him over to Deborah

Veney's house or Nellie Chew's house, which --

A Excuse nme.

Q Which house did you take him over to?

A What house did I take him over to?

Q Yes.

A What do you mean? What time?

Q You said you went from Manchester Avenue
to a house on Fayette Street. Whose house?

A Yes.

Q Nellie Chew's house?

A Nellie Chew's house.

Q That's Nellie Chew's house, right?

A Yes.

Q That's the only place you took him and

scmetime approximately after midnight or maybe

about 2 a.m. in the morning you have to go over to
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Deborah Veney's house to get some cocaine, is that

correct?

A No, we went to Nellie Chew's house
first.

Q I thought you were over at Nellie Chew's
hcuse?

A After we finished washing clothes, we

went to Nellie Chew's house to ask Nellie did she

have any cocaine.

Q This is what, 2 a.m. in the morning?

A Yes, something like that. I'm not sure
of time.

Q So you finally finished the laundry at 2

oc'clock in the morning and you are ready to party

because it's been twenty-four hours?

A No, I was tired.

Q Washing?

A I was tired.

Q You are tired. So you go over so you

can get some drugs?

A Excuse me?

Q You are tired so you go over to Nellie
Chew's house to get some drugs?

A I didn't want anymore myself.

Q Then who wanted sonme?
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A Reuben Rainey.

Q Had he been using them?

A During that day?

Q Yes?

A I don't know exactly.

Q You are with him and you are saying that

you don't know whether he's using it but you are?

A Yes, I was sniffing. He smokes.

Q So did you see him smoke any that day?
A I'm not sure.

Q Anvhow, éomehow or the other he gets a

smoking fit and decides at 2 a.m. he's got to get

some cocaine, is that right?

A Yes.

Q All right. Sc then what you do is
instead of going to Poppy, who is the source of
supply for everybody, who has got a biglold rock
of cocaine, you end up at Nellie Chew's house, is
that correct?

A Yes.

Q Nellie Chew -- this is 2 o'clock in the

morning?

A Yes, I guess so. Yes.
Q What's Nellie bhew doing?
A She was lying in bed.
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Q She was in bed sleeping, is that right?

A No, she wasn't sleeping vet. She was at
the door.

Q Did she have her night clothes on?

A No, she had cn shorts and a T-shirt.

Q How did you wake her up or how d4did you

get her up, or how did you get her attention?
A I'm not sure how we got -- I think we
beeped the horn and knocked on the door. Hollered

her nanme.

Q She comes out of the house?
A No, we went in the house.
Q So somehow or another you get in the

house, right?
?
A Yes.
Q And at this time you say Nellie I need
]
some drugs or I need some cocaine?
A Yes; do yoﬁ have any.
Q Nellie says I don't have any. Of

course, Poppy, who is over on Greenmount Avenue,

has a rock of it?

A Yes.

Q You don't bother to --

A He was sick.

Q He was sick. So you called?
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A Yes.

Q Couldn't get in touch with him?

A Yes.

Q So what.do you do, you call over to
Ménchester Avenue. Now, supposedly you had just

been over at Manchester Avenue before going over
to Nellie Chew's house, right, to do the laundry?
A No, we just came -- Okay, when we left
from the laundry, we did not go back over
Manchester. We went to Nellie Chew's house.
Q Am I correct or incorrect, you are

saying that the laundry is not in Nellie Chew's

house?
A Excuse nme?
Q Is the laundry in or not in Nellie

Chew's house?

A It's down the street from Nellie Chew's
house in the laundromat.

Q What prevented you from going to a
laundromat at or about Manchester Avenue?

A Excuse me?

Q Why did you have to go to Fayette Street
to find a laundromat to do a trash bag of clothes?

A Because it's cheaper, it's cheaper.

Q What are you talking about, a nickel or
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a dime?

A

Q

A

Q
Avenue to
it?

A

Q

No, like fifty cents cheaper.

Fifty cents cheaper?

Yes.

That's a reason to go from Manchester

Fayette Street to wash clothes, isn't

Yes.

So you are over there. Now, the drugs

are over at Manchester Avenue or with Poppy over

at Greenmount Avenue, but you end up at Nellie's

house asking her about drugs and she does what?

A

o

>0 >

fo

Q

everybody

A

Q

Well, she say she don't have any more.
So what does she do?

She called Denise Coleman.

Now, Denise Coleman is where?

At Denise Coleman's. Is at her house.
Which 1is where?

3735 Manchester Avenue.

That's the Manchester Avenue house that
is talking about, is that correct?

Yes.

So, you call over there and she somehow

directs you cver to Deborah Veney's house?

A

She told Nellie Chew that she didn't
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have any drugs, but Debbie have some.
Q Now, do you know how she knew that

Debbie had some?

A Her and Debbie are kind of close with
each other. They know each other.
Q So you took it on her word, or did you

go over?

A Deborah Veney's house, no. Nellie Chew
called over to Deborah Veney's house after Nisi
gave her the nanme.

Q So let me get this straight. Did you
call over to Denise Coleman's?

A No, I did not.

Q So it is Nellie Chew who called over to

Denise Coleman?

A Yes.

Q Did you hear Denise Coleman?

A No, I didn't.

Q Were you able tc tell who was on the

other line by what Nellie Chew was saying or not

saying into the telephone?

A Yes, she said Denise.

Q Denise. Denise wcoculd be Denise Cocleman?
A Right.

Q Then yocu hear Deborah Veney -- then,
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excuse me,

Nellie Chew then calls over tc Deborah

Veney's house?

A

Q
cther end

A

Q
other end

A

Yes.

Now, did you hear Deborah Veney on the
of the phone?

No.

You weren't able to hear anybody on the
of the phone?

No.

Isn't this a speaker phone in this case?
Yes, but she didn't have it on.

So she didn't have it on?

No.

She says that she is speaking to Deborah

Yes.

Does she say California Debbie? Is that

her nickname?

A

No, she said Deb,

Deb?

Deb.

Then she says she's got drugs, come on,
is that right?

Yeah.

Now, you didn't want the drugs?
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A Ne, I was tired.

Q Nellie Chew didn't want the drugs?

A I think she did.

Q You think she did?

A I think. I'm not sure who put the
money.

Q Who was the one who comes up with all

the money? It is obvicusly LeRoy Boyce who gives
everybody money, isn't that true?

A Yes.

Q Any money that is being transacted. is

really LeRcy Boyce's, isn't that true?

A Yes, uh-huh,.

Q Then you, whc have been to Deborah
Veney's house before ~- haven't you?

A Yes.

Q And you know where it is, don't you?

A No, I don't exactly know.

Q It's not that far from Manche§ter

Avenue, is it?
A No, it is not.
Q So somehow or the other you have to not

drive over there and instead Nellie Chew has to
get in the car, is that correct?

A Right.
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Q That's the story?

A Uh-huh.

Q So then Nellie Chew is the one who
drives over there, you are the passenger, Reuben
Rainey is the passenger.

Now, have you seen this gun so far?

A No.

Q Yéu don't know where the gun is?

A Nc.

Q You haven't seen it?

A No. ' :

Q What is everybody wearing? Is there a

leather garment?
A No.
Q You don't remember what anybody is

wearing?

A No, I don't. Not exactly.

Q Anybody carryving anything?

A Reuben -- Rudy had a bag.

Q Well, what bag 4id he have?

A I don't know, some duffle bag, like it

was a snmall duffle bag.
Q Okay. So he's got a small duffle bag.

Let me ask you a guestion, give it some thought if

you want to. What happens to the green trash bag
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A I think he left them in the trunk of the
car, I'm not sure.

Q Well, you are with him in the car,
aren't you?

A Yes.

Q And you are right there at all times,
aren't you?

A Yes, but I went into the house. When he
was finished washing his clothes or whatever I
wasn't in the downstairs, in the basement
apartment where the laundry room was. I don't
know what he did with his clothes, if he put them
in Nellie's house or what. I don't know exactly.
I'm not sure.

Q In any case, somehow or the other the
items wind up in a duffle bag. What was in the

duffle bag, more clothes?

A I don't know.

Q | Huh?

A I don't know what was in the dufflé bag.
Q Any clothes taken out cf the duffle bag

and put into the laundry, the washing machine?
A I den't believe so.

Q Was the wash from the dryer taken out
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and put in
A

Q

A

Q
you don't

A

came from.

A

Q

before so

A

Q

is Joanne?

A

you?

the duffle bag?
I don't know.
Where did the duffle bag come from?
I don't know.
You heard about a green trash bag but
know where that came from?

No, I don't kncw where the duffle bag

So you get over to 4711 Navarroc Road?
Yes.

Is that right?

Yes.

You recognize it? You have been there
you go on in?

Yes.

You knock on the door. You say hi, this

Yes.

Then in you go?

Uh-huh.

You go intc the kitchen?
Yes.

Peaches is there whom you know, don't

Yes, I met her once before.
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Q Well, according to you, you said later
when you went to Poppy's house --

A Excuse me?

Q According to you in your testimony
earlier, when Mr. Brave was asking you gquestions,
vyou said that when you got tc Poppy's house after
tﬁe murders, you told Poppy something like this
crazy nigger just killed Peaches and Debbie, isn't
that what you said?

A Yes, we was talking about that then,
ves.

Q So, Peaches and Debbie, everybody knows

who we are talking abecut, is that right?

A Yes.
Q So you got that. So you are inside the
house. Peaches and Debbie are there. Now, Debbie

is going to be the dealer? It is not going to be

Peaches, is it?

A No.

Q Debbie then comes up with what, cocaine?
A Yes.

Q Why, did somebody ask her for it?

A Yes.

Q Who asked her for it?

A Reuben Rainey, Nellie Chew, and Reuben
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Rainey wanted tc buy the cocaine.

Q Who is talking?

A I don't know. I think Nellie was
talking.

Q Nellie Chew is talking?

A Yes.

Q Deborah Veney -- who has got the money?

A I don't know.

Q Well, how about Nellie Chew, does she

have the money? Is she the one --

A I don't know.

Q -- who gives the mcney *toc Deborah Veney?

A No. I don't know. It was sitting on
the table.

Q Where did it come from?

A I don't know.

Q It just didn't come out of the air-?

A I don't know. I wasn't paying attention

to the money exactly.

Q How much money was on the table? You

were there.

A Excuse me?

Q How much money was on the table?

A I didn't count it, I don't know.

Q When this lady, Deborah Veney, measures
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out, what does she use? Some sort of measuring

spoon?
A Yes, one eighth of a spoon.
Q When she measures this out, is everybody

satisfied that it is a fair measure?
A Yes.
Q . She then puts it into some sort of

container, is that right?

A I don't know.
Q How do you cook up cccaine?

A You put baking soda and water into a
test tube;

Q So, this cocaine is put into the test
tube, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And the person who then puts the water
in it is whonm?

A Nellie Chew.

Q So Nellie Chew is the one who is cooking
it up, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q So nobody is dissatisfied with the
measure that Deborah Veney makes of the cocaine,
and then Nellie Chew rather than Deborah Veney is

the one who is -- the one who cooks it, isn't that
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true?

A

Q

A

Q

Who cooked it? Say that again.
Nellie Chew?
Yes.

Then after that, everybody is

dissatisfied, true or not?

A

at first,

this ain't

Q
right, is

A
right and
fifty.

Q

No. I don't know who was dissatisfied

okay. Nellie said look at this, Rudy,
right.

Nellie is the one who is saying it's not
that right?

Yeah, she was looking, saying this ain't

he said it ain't even come back as a

Now, where is the seventy-five dollars

right at that point?

A I don't know.

Q Well, certainly Deborah Veney is still
there, isn't she?

A Yes, she is standing right there.

Q You haven't moved. Nellie hasn't
moved. Mr. Rainey hasn't moved. Who else are you
saying is there? Peaches hasn't moved. Everybody

is still there, right?

A

Yes, when the cocaine was being cooked




‘ 2 Q So the money has to be either on the
3 table or in somebody's pocket? |
4 A Yes, I‘seen Deborah Veney put the money
5 her pocket.
6 Q So you saw Deborah Veney put the money
7 in her pocket?
8 A Yes, but I don't know if it was before
9 the cocking cf the cocaine or after. I don't
10 know.
11 Q Is that where the cocaine came from, out
12 of her pocket?
. 13 . A Yes.
14 Q Now, she said that she couldn't make it
15 up further because she didn't have any more
16 cocaine, is that what the problem was?
17 A Yes, she said she didn't have enough.
18 Q Didn't somebody ask for hundred dollars,
19 according to yocu, and she only had seventy-five
20 | dollars worth?
21 A Yes.
22 Q She was empty?
23 A Yes.
24 Q She had sold her --
. 25 A As far as I know.
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Q She had sold her last amount. She was
telling everybody she couldn't sell a hundred.
She had to sell only seventy-five. She couldn't

make up the addition because she didn't have any

more?
A Right.
Q She's got the money right in her pocket?
A Yes, I seen her put it in her pocket.
Q According to you this is a dispute among

Nellie Chew, Deborah Veney, Reuben Rainey, all of
whom work for LeRoy Boyce who is the one who
supplies the cocaine, who supplies the money, who
supplies every other item in all of your

existances according to you?

A Yes.

Q Right?

A Yes.

Q Now, wh? then does, according to you,

Deborah Veney go to the stairway to go up the
steps?

A She went to call her cousin, Jeanette.
I said to call Jeanette. That's when she went to
the steps and she was calling. I was talking to
Jeanette on the phone.

Q All right.
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A Okay'. And then the conversation got
louder with Reuben Rainey and Deborah.

Q You are telling us that the argument
basically begins by Nellie Chew saying this stuff
doesn't look right, and Reuben Rainey saying this
doesn't even look like a fifty and then with this
argument ensuing like that, you go to Deborah
Veney and say, oh, by the way, call Jeanette?

A No, it was before the argument started

that I was talking to Jeanette on the phone.

Q Was it while the stuff was being cooked
up?

A Yes, something like that, vyes.

Q Something like that?

A Yes.

Q So, did you ever see Deborah Veney go

upstairs?

A No, I did not. I don't remember her
going upstairs.

Q Now, how about all this conversation
about her going upstairs and getting the money or
else her head is going to get blown off?

A I didn't see her go upstairs. That's
what -- she had, had to go upstairs if he said

that on the steps, telling her tc go upstairs.
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Q You are saying he said that?

A Excuse me?

Q You are the one who is saying, saying
that --

A He did say that, go upstairs and get the
money.

Q -~ she's got the money in her pocket?

A I seen her put it in her pocket. I did

not see her go upstairs.

Q All right. Now, she's got the money in
her pocket. You saw it in her pocket?
A Yeah, I seen her put it in her pocket

and that was it.
Q Give me a good explanation as to why she
has to go upstairs and get money.

MR. BRAVE: Objection, Your Honor.

A I don't know.

THE COURT: Just a minute. The gquestion
has been asked and answered. She says she doesn't
know.

Q According to you, Reuben Rainey at the
éoint of a gun that ccmes from nowhere, evidently,
is ordering Deborah Veney to go upstairs and get,

what is it thirty-five dollars; is that what you

are saying?
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A Half his money back.

Q Half his money. Well, see half of
seventy-five is thi;ty—seven fifty. Is that the
figures used?

A No, thirty-five.

Q Thirty-five dollars. So thirty-five
dollars, he's demanding she go upstairs and get
that even though the money is in her pocket and it
is at that time he is counting, correct?

A Will you --

Q With this gun, wherever this gun cones
from, he's counting with it, he's got the trigger
—-—- He's gct his hand on the trigger, his finger is
on the trigger, and he's got the lever cocked
back, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And somehow or the other she starts to
make a movement like she's going to get him the
money or not éet him the money?

A You have to say the.question again.

Q The gun is cocked, the lever is ready to
fire, according toc you --

MR. BRAVE: Objection, Your ﬁonor.
Asked and answered.

THE COURT: Approach the bench.




MR. BRAVE: One guestion at time is

basically my objection.

MR. TAYBACK: I thought I was rephrasing

the questicn because I was asked to do so by the
witness.

MR. BRAVE: You want us to approach,
Your Honor?

THE COURT: Let me see counsel for one
moment.

MR. TAYBACK: As to the guestion or
scheduling?

THE COURT: As to the guestion.

{Whereupon, ccunsel and the Defendant
approached the bench and the following conference
ensued:)

THE COURT: The only point I want to
make is that obviously some of the comments are
regarding clarification of the objections and are
innocuous and create no harm, but I don't know
whether they are innocuous until after I hear
then. You may feel that they're not innoccuous.
may not feel they're innocuous. So I'm still
going to have tc insist that both counsel, 1f you
clarify an objection, even though it may not seen

to make any sense to you, I'm still going to have
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to ask you to come tc the bench. Say what you
have to say and not say it in front of the jury
because your view of whether it is innocuous may
not dovetail with my view of whether it is
innoccuous. That's all I want to savy. We don't
need to say any more about that objection.

MR. TAYBACK: What about the Court's
scheduling?

THE COURT: I just called -- 0Off the
record.

({Whereupon, there was an off the record
discussion.)

(Whereupon, counsel returned to the
trial table and proceedings resumed in open
court.)

Q Miss Blunt, you had indicated to the
jurors that the gun had been cocked, the trigger
was ready, the lever was ready to fire, that then
Deborah Veney did something that caused the
trigger to be pulled back, excuse me, not to be
pulled back, but for the lever to be pulled back
into it's uncocked position. What occurred, what
caused that?

A She took a couple of steps up the steps,

up the step.
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Q

A

Q

So she is going up the steps then?
Yes.

Even though the money is in her pocket,

there is no reason for her to go up the steps,

according to you she's going up the steps?

A
Q
A
Q
A

and get

Yes.

At Mr. Rainey's suggestion?
Yes.

What happens then?

Then he said, if ycu don't go up there

it, I'm going to kill you right now.

Q So what happens?
A Then he, then he started counting. She
didn't move. She was fussing at him, you know,

mouthing off to him, saying I ain't giving vyou

necthing,

him off.

Q

mouth --

A
saying.

Q

A
saying.

Q

I don't have nothing else. Just mcuthing

What was she saying? Don't use the

I don't know exactly what she was

You were there, right?

I don't know exactly what she was

You are the person who is telling us, of

128




all the people in the entire world, you were right

there, you saw what was going on.

MR. BRAVE: Objection.

You heard what was going on?

Yes, I heard most of it.

THE COURT: This is cross examination.
Overruled.

Q don't happen to hear that, is that

I didn't hear it word for word.
you able to tell us approximately?
No, just arguing, that's all.
And at this time she gets shot in the
head, is that correct?
A No, he's demanding he is saying I'm --
you going to give it to me.

Q She is what, two or three steps up,

A Yes.
Q Where is he? He's at the bottom of the
steps, right?
A Yes.
Q And what does he dc then?
Excuse me?

What does he do then?
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A Then as he walks up a couple of steps,
he say, you think I'm plaving. Then he told Bevy,
Nellie Chew, to start the car, told me to watch
Peaches so she won't run, so she won't move.

Q Sc Nellie is still inside. Bey, as you
you still call her, is still inside.the house at
that point?

A Yes, Bey. Debbie down the steps. When
she first started to go up the steps he yelled to
her, to Nellie to start the car.

Q Nellie headed cut only after Debbie
Veney is heading up steps, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q Now, when she is heading up the steps,

is she walking backwards up the steps?

A No, she is walking frontward up the
steps.

Q As a normal person would walk up the
steps?

A Yes.

Q And then several steps up she stops.

Does she turn around?

A She stops and talked to us and --
Q How does she talk to you, over the rail?
A No, she was locking over the banister
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like that.

Q You were in the living room then, is
that correct?

A Yes, I was in the living roon.

Q Sc she is up the steps, going up the
steps as a normal person would?

A Yes.

Q Then she looks over into the living roon
which is where you are, right?

A Yes.

Q Now, -where is Reuben Rainey at that
time?

A At the bottom of the steps.

Q So he is essentially to her back, is

that right? Is that right?

A Yes.

Q Then what occurs? That's when he says
to Nellie, bitch, get out of here and start the
car?

A He said go start the car, vyes.

Q Go start the car. Well, take away
whatever I said that wasn't correct then.

So she gets out of the house and starts
the car?

A Yes.

131




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Q And you are right there, 1is that

correct?

A Yes, I was in the living roonmn.

Q And Deborah Veney is still talking to
you?

A No, Debbie was talking to Peaches.

Peaches was telling Debbie, girl, live, give hinm

the monevy. Give him --

Q Is Peaches in a chair in the living room
seated?

A Yes, vyes.

Q So again Deborah Veney then is up the

steps leaning, not leaning, looking to her side,
looking over the banister down to the'people who
are in the living room?

A Yes, she was talking to Peaches.

Q That's where we are. Now, what occurs

next, step by step?

A Step by step, he saidq,
Up them steps, I'm going to kill
And then he -- Then she wouldn't

that's when he said I'm going to

if you don't get
you now, bitch.
move and then

count to three.

Q Go ahead.
A One, two, then by the third I heard a
pow. That's when I was running out the door
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because I was by the door anyway.

Q So you have Deborah Veney at least
several steps up the steps, isn't that true?

A Yes.

Q You have her with her back Eo Reuben
Rainey, isn't that true?

A Yes, that's what I seen, vyes.

Q Now, it's at this pecint that you head on
cut the door-?

A Yes, when the gun went off.

Q And you then, according to your
statement, run down the front walk which is a
fairly short walk, right?

A It's not a short walk but it's a
distance.

Q Would you be able to estimate it in this

room here?

A Yes.
Q All right.
A From the door to about right here is the

path walk.

Q Approximately where you are seated?
A Behind me.
Q To the jury, to the door that is right

behind the jury then?
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A Yes.

MR. TAYBACK: Does the Court have any
understanding of distances in this courtroonm?
That would be thirty feet?

THE COURT: That would be about
approximately thirty feet. A little less.

Q Approximately thirty feet, is that fair

to you?

A Yes.

Q Are you running? I guess you are
running. You are not strolling?

A Yes, I was running.

Q Sc are ycu running as hard as you can?

A No.

Q Just half running?

A Yeah, I was just runniﬁg out the door.

Q So you are ocut the door half running

down the thirty foot front walk, you get to the
sidewalk, then yocu head up the sidewalk half
running I guess, right?

A No, I was -- I ran off the pavement and
ran in back of the car. When I heard the second
shot, I ran past the car tcward the front of it
going towards that way.

Q You are going from the back of the car
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to the front of the car?

A Yes, the car was, the front of the car
was faced this way and the back was this way. I

ran this way around the car.

Q Circled the car?

A Yes.

Q You were in the process of circling the
car?

A I was ready to run away from the car. I

was just going to run.

Q That's what you are doing. Now, vyou
hear a second shot then, is that right?

A Yes.

Q Then you are still at the car, is that
correct?

A Yes.

Q Then you say that Reuben Rainey says to

you something like get in the car?

A Yeah, he say get in the fucking car,
bitch.

Q Get in the fucking car, bitch, that's
you?

A Yes.

Q That's addressing you, right?

A Yes.
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Q And you are still at the car, right?

A No, that's when I ran back to the car
when he was running out. When I heard the second
shot, I ran past. I ran from the car. I ran away
from the car completely.

Q How far away did you run?

A I don't know exactly how far.
estimate.

Couple cf feet --
Yes.
-—- sound about right?

A Yes, yes.

Q So we are talking at the most what,

seconds for this whole thing to transpire?

A Yes.

Q From the first shot until you are into
the car is what, a couple of seconds?

A About three to four seconds.

Q Three to four seconds?

A Yes, for the second shot.

Q Now, when you see Reuben Rainey running
out -- I assume he's running toco, isn't he? Isn't
that what you said?»

A I'm not sure 1f he was running or not.

Q Well, when you see him, he's where, he's
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on the sidewalk, he's in the car?
A He was on the sidewalk.
Q So he's on the sidewalk. You see him at

that point now?

A Yes.
Q What does he have in his hands?
A I didn't see his hands. I don't

remember his hands, what he had in his hands.

Q Did he have a gun in his hands?

A I didn't see the gun in his hand when he
came out the door because I wasn't looking and I
ran past the car. I didn't even turn around to

even look.

Q Did he have money in his hands?

A I don't know.

Q Did he have cocaine in his hands?

A I don't know,.

Q Did he get in the car? Is that right?

A Yes, on the driver's side.

Q So you are on the driver's side. Nellie
is on the driver's side. Everybody is on the

driver's side, right?
A No.
Q You are driving down the road?

Everybody is driving, is that right?
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A No, Reuben Rainey was in the front
passenger seat.

Q So Reuben Rainey is in the front
passenger seat?

A Yes.

Q You are sitting in the driver's seat and

Nellie, she is in the luggage rack probably?

A Nellie, what you say about Nellie?
Q I'll strike that guestion. _So, anyhow,
you are all in the car. You are all driving

along, somehow or another you decide to shift
positions somewhere, is that correct?

A Yes, he say when we get round the
corner, he say you get out the car and get a round

front, in the front seat of the car.

Q Now, he's in the front seat of the car?

A He got in the back seat.

Q So he gets in the back seat?

A Yes.

Q Is it four door or two door?

A It is four dcor.

Q Somehow or the other everybody gets out
cf the front seat. Sc he's in the back seat. You

are in the front passenger seat and Nellie Chew is

still where she should be, which is the driver?
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Yes.

" 2 \ Q Now, am I correct or am I incorrect, you

3 tell the ladies and gentlemen of the jury that

4 somehow or the other even though you are scared to
5 death, you are the one who has the gun?

6 A Yes, yeah, he made me hold it. He took
7 the bullets.

8 Q He made you hold the gun?

° A Yes.
10 Q So you are the one holding the gun in

11 the car?

12 A Yes, it was between my legs, with my

13 legs on top of it.

14 Q What did you do with the gun after you
15 are hclding the gun in the car?

16 A What did I do with it? I told him take
17 his gun. We was getting ready to go see Poppy.
18 When we got out, I said here take that, and he

19 took it and he put it in that bag that he was

20 carrying.

21 Q The duffle bag?

A Yes.

You saw him put it in the duffle bag?

Yes.

So you are saying that you had the gun
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but you gave it back to him before you got to
Poppy's retreat?
' A When we got out the car, that's when he

got his gun.

Q Now, he takes it and he puts it in the
duffle bag, is that correct?

A Yes.

Q At this time, according to you, he's
been asking you whether he's covered with brains?

A Yes.

Q And you have done what, nothing? You

said yocu slunk into the seat and held the gun

between your legs?

A Yes, vyes.
Q What happened?
A I was sunk into the seat first before he

gave me the gun.

Q Sc, what happens next? Does everybody
get out of the car?

A Yes.

Q Now, Reuben Rainey is what, covered with
blocd and brains, according to you?

A No, he has -- he said he had brains up
in his head and he said, says is there any; I say,

I'm not looking at you. Then I look and then I
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say, yeah, it's in your head, and he took his
T-shirt off and wiped it. I don't know what he
did wifh the T-shirt.

Q What sort of T-shirt did he have?

A He had on like a fruit of the loon

T-shirt with a sleeveless under it.

Q Well, are you indicating a tank top type
of thing?

A Yes, under the T-shirt, ves.

Q You are saying he had two T-shirts on?

A Yes, one with -- had something on it I'm

not sure what had on it.

Q Writing or something?

A Yeah.

Q What color was it?

A White. Both of them was white.

Q Both the shirts were white?

A Yes.

Q Were they covered with blood?

A No, they wasn't ccvered with blood.
Q Did they have any blood on them?

A The white shirt on top.

Q Had blood on it?

A Yes, because he wiped his head on it.
Q This is his outer T-shirt?
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A Yes.

Q He wiped his head?
A Yes.
Q So this is a T-shirt that he could wear,

is that right?

A Excuse me?

Q This is not real little T-shirt?

A No, it's a big enough T-shirt. He can
fit it.

Q It's a normal person's T-shirt, is that
right?

A Yes.

Q What else? Did he wipe himself anywhere

else with any other garments?
A No, I don't know. He said he had some

blccd on his tenni

Q Did you see him wipe his tennis shoes?
A No, I didn't see him wipe his tennis.
He was still in the back seat of the car. I was

in the front.

Q What did he do with his garment that he
usedlto cocllect the blood and the brains?

A I don't know.

Q It's Denise Coleman's car that is rented

for Leroy Boyce, is that correct?
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A Yes.
Q It's part of Leroy Boyce's operation.

He's the one who has the car. Anything in the car

would be, if it is left there, in his possession,

is that right?

A Yes.

Q Did you see Reuben Rainey leave the
T-shirt?

A No, I did not.

Q Did you see him take it into --

A No, I did not. I don't know what he d4did

with the T-shirt to be exact.
Q You get inside the house then, is fhat

cecrrect?

A Yes.

Q And who let you in, Recbin Robinson?

A Yes.

Q Who is the girlfriend of Leroy Boyce?
A Yes.

Q She's the one from whom thirty-two

thousand dollars is stolen by another friend of
hers?

A Yes.

Q And so Poppy is upstairs and, of course,

Poppy is probably sleeping, is that right?
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A Yes.

Q So Poppy is sleeping and you have to
wake him up because he's in such an ill state?

A Yes.

Q And when he wakes up he's horrified that
Peaches and Debbie ére murdered, is that true?

A He said, why did you do that, why did

you do that.

Q And that's it?

A Yeah. He said, man, you shouldn't a did
that.

Q So after that, what does he do?

A He fell btack to sleep.

Q Fell back tc sleep?

A Yes.

Q So, now, you are the one who is

essentially claiming that Reuben Rainey is crazy,
is that true?

A Yes.

Q Aren't you claiming that at that tinme,
aren't you and Bey claiming that at that time?

A I said, yeah, said he's crazy. Then he
was joking to Popp? about -- saying something
about me, I beat the bullet out the gun and I'm

stupid.
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Q And so Poppy. who knows nothing about

-this, who has Deborah Veney as one of his

employees, who evidently is a fairly good

employee, I suppose, and she gets --

MR. BRAVE: Objection, Your Honor. Same

one as before.
MR. TAYBACK: I'l1l withdraw that.
THE COURT: Sustain the objection.
Q Deborah Veney gets killed along with
Peaches whec everybody seems to know and he goes

back to sleep after they joke about it?

A No, he, Poppy didn't joke about it.
Reuben Rainey joked about it. Poppy was under
medication. He was very sleepy. He was tired.

That's why he told us just to cool out until later

on that morning when we went over to Denise
Coleman's house, 11 four of us.
Q Everybody went together to Denise

Coleman's house?

A Yes. Not Robin Robinson.
Q That would be then you?
A Yes,

Q Nellie Chew?

A Yes.

Q Reuben Rainey?

145




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

A Yes. ’

Q And LeRoy Boyce?

A Yes.

Q You 1l go together to?

A 3735 Manchester.

Q So that what could be done?

A Excuse nme?

Q So that what could be done?

A Nothing. We didn't have nothing to do.

Just going to eat.

Q You had the drugs, didn't you?
A Okay, vyeah.
Q And, as a matter of fact, that is when

Nellie Chew fairly soon thereafter rents a place
over at §ne of the local motels or hotels for
Leroy Boyce and his operation and be there for a
couple of days, isn't that true?
A Yes. I'm not sure of that.
Q Sc that's the extent of that. Let's go
on a little bit further.
Ybu Have got the gun which is Poppy's
gun, which is now a murder weapon.
MR. BRAVE: Objection, Your Honor. Same
objection.

THE COQURT: Sustained.

146




(=Y

(28]

10

11

12

13

14

15

b
)]

17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

® =

Q Well, you have got the gun which is now

a murder weapon. What happens to it?
A Excuse me?
Q What happens to the gun? What do you

see happen with the gun?
A I seen Reuben -- I told Reuben Rainey to
take the gun and then he took the gun and put it

in his bag.

Q All right. So what happens next?
A I don't kncw. What do you mean? We
went over to Poppy's -- we went over to Robin's

house to see him.

Q Was the gun put back into the arsenal of
weapons?

A No, Reuben Rainey had the gun. I don't
know what happened to the gun afterwards, you

know. That day I don't know what happened to the

gun.
Q What happened to the bullets then?
A I don't know. |
Q Did the bullets end up back at Nellie

Chew's in the arsenal of bullets that was in her
kitchen?
A I don't know.

MR. BRAVE: Objection.




THE COURT: Sustained.

Q June 19th, 1986 you are aware that
everybody gets arrested, aren't you?

A Yes.

Q Everybody gets arrested because of Leroy
Boyce's drug cperation being busted at 862 West
Fayette Street, isn't that true?

A Yes.

Q And who is the one who screwed up so
that this operation got busted on that day?

A My sistér Deborah Blunt.

Q And who else?

A Reuben Rainevy.

Q And so they are essentially the people
who have really screwed up this operation and --

A Yes.

Q -- leads to its demise, is that true?

A Yes.

Q And led to everybody getting arrested,

isn't that right?
A Yes.
Q They are expendable, aren't they?
Excuse me?
They are expenable?

What do you mean by that?
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Q They're no longer good members of the
this society of yours, the Leroy Boyce drug
crganization?

A No.

Q When was it that LeRoy Boyce discussed
with you the events that we have here today, the
murders on June 2, 19867 He certainly has
discussed those with you while he's been
incarcerated?

A LeRoy Boyce, we don't discuss this

murder. He just told me that they was going to

charge him for the drugs. That's all. He was --
told me two weeks ~- he called me two weeks ago.
Q Two weeks ago he said he's just getting

charged with the drugs?

A Yes.

Q Because he's made his deal with the
State's Attorney so he doesn't get charged with
the murders?

A I don't know, I don't know.

Q You know as well I do. Have you talked
with him since June 19th, 1986 until two weeks
age?

A Yes, he just told me to tell the truth.

Q You also, among other things, have told
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scmebody in some proceedings that, and we have
enough proceedings here, that you didn't know what

Poppy wanted you to tell, isn't that true?

A Excuse me?

Q You didn't know what Poppy wanted you to
say?®?

A The truth.

Q You --

A Poppy wanted me to tell the truth.

Q If Poppy had wanted you to tell the

truth, why would you have said you didn't know
what Poppy wanted you to say?

A Excuse nme, I don't understand what you
saying. I don't understand.

MR. BRAVE: Objection.

THE COURT: I'll sustain the objection
because the witness said she didn't know anything
about it.

Q You have admitted to the ladies and
gentlemen of the jury that you lied when they

guestioned you about the case, isn't that correct?

A Excuse me, I lied about the gquestion?

Q You know what l1lie means, don't you?

A Yes.

Q And you lied about the case, didn't you?




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

A

Q

When homicide first picked me up?
Yes.
Yes.

And the reason you did that was to

protect Poppy, wasn't it?

A

Q

. No, I was scared.

You know as well I do that Poppy was the

initial suspect in this case and he was being

covered by you?

MR. BRAVE: Objection.
THE COURT: I'll] sustain the objection.
MR. BRAVE: Ask counsel be admonished.

THE COURT: Mr. Tayback, I'd ask you not

to put any erroneous predicates in your

gquestions.
Q
met Jesus

A

Q

Let's me ask yocu a question. You have
before, haven't you?

Yes. I'm not sure.

Who introduced to you Jesus before?

MR. BRAVE: Objection, Your Honor, in

view of the last answer.

THE COURT: I'l1l sustain the objection.

MR. TAYBACK: With the Court's

induglence for a minute, I'1l1l have to find the

reference

in the transcript where she said she did
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meet him?

A Poppy has an accent and he talks funny.
Now, he mumbles sometimes when he real high. When
we was getting off the train, I don't know if he
said that was Jesus or whatever, Leonard or
whatever, I don't know exactly what but, you know,
he said blah-blah-blah. That's how he talk. He
have an accent, so sometimes it's hard to
understand him.

MR. TAYBACK: Your Honor, I'1l1 have to
ask the Court's iﬁdulgence to find the exact
reference. It's in h